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 TODAY IN HISTORY
OCT. 8

DEATHS-PG. 3

BOISE CITY WEATHER
           Hi  Lo Prec

Tues. Sept. 29 88  46
Wed. Sept. 30  93  58
Thur. Sept. 31 66  44
Fri. Oct. 1       67  30
Sat. Oct. 2      70  36
Sun. Oct. 3     62  53  .02
Mon. Oct. 4  84  50
           MARKETS
Wheat     $ 3.92  bush.
Milo     $ 2.76 bush.
Corn      $3.40  bush.
 (spot prices subject to change)

BORN ON OCT. 8

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

Who were those masked pumpkins??
Ain’t no frost on these punkins. These three covered
pumpkins, and their uncovered cousins are awaiting a
weigh-in on Oct. 17. The largest of six are covered to
protect the potential champions from any early frost.
Owner Janie Smith has nurtured one to what she thinks
is more than 300 pounds. Smith would like to invite kids
to the early Halloween happening when the pumpkins
are weighed a week from Saturday.

By C.F. David
Cimarron Memorial Hospi-

tal has attracted the eye of a
Kansas City, Mo. Health care
group, named HMC/CAH.

HMC/CAH has, in the past,
taken over small rural public
owned Critical Access Hospi-
tals, (CAHs), and turned them
into for-profit units. It, through
its earlier predecessor compa-
nies have more than 800 facili-
ties and have operated as HMC/
CAH since 2007.

The company’s website at
hmccah.com, shows hospitals
all over the U.S., with a heavy
cluster in the Kansas City area.

On the website, the com-
pany lists its mission statement
as: HMC/CAH Consolidated,
Inc. is dedicated to developing
the premier Critical Access
Hospital (CAH) network in the
Country by serving our patients,
employees, rural communities
and shareholders.

The company, when it takes

Cimarron Memorial Being Looked at
by Kansas City, Mo. Health Care Group

a hospital, soon builds a new
state-of-the-art facility, which
according to its website includes
areas for surgery, out-patient
clinic, pharmacy and a 15 bed
Med-Surg nursing unit.

On the website, the company
details what has become known
as the CAH death spiral, the
symptoms which are: Poor liquid-
ity, Small amount of depreciable
assets, Aging facility.

One of  HMC/CAH’s appar-
ent success stories is at
Drumright, about 10 miles east
of Cushing. On the website, a
viewer can watch television
news coverage on the Drumright
facility.

County Commissioner Ken-
neth Manness said that some
members of the CMH board had
traveled to Drumright and liked
what they had seen.

Among the benefits listed are:
easier doctor recruitment, more
health care services, the elimi-
nation of tax-subsidies, the attrac-

tion of rotating physician spe-
cialists and more patient ameni-
ties.

In addition, the new facility
would go onto the tax rolls.

Bill May, the regional vice-
president of operations, when
contacted by phone said that yes
HMC/CAH had been invited to
look at Cimarron Memorial.

“Right now we are in the pro-
cess of due diligence,” May
said. “We are looking at the fi-
nancial situation, and all this will
take about four weeks.”

In an effort, to confirm or
squelch a rumor, The Boise City
News, asked May if the com-
pany owners were, as rumored,
relatives of  CMH CEO Dave
Peyock. In response, May
laughed, and said he understood
the need for the question, but that
they were not related to Peyock,
and had not even met him until
recently due to his being sta-
tioned in Iraq, with the U.S.
Army.

The Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program (LFP) is a new pro-
gram offered by the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) to provide
compensation to eligible livestock
producers who have suffered
grazing losses due to drought con-
ditions.  Producers must have
suffered losses that occurred on
or after January 1, 2008, and be-
fore October 1, 2011 due to a
qualifying drought during the nor-
mal grazing period for the spe-
cific crop.  Lands that are eligible
for LFP are native or improved
pastureland with permanent veg-
etative cover or a crop planted
specifically for grazing for eligible
livestock.  Producers are re-
minded that LFP sign up for 2008
losses will end Dec. 10, 2009, and
Jan. 30, 2010, for 2009 losses.
There are no late file provisions
for LFP.

Drought condition ratings will
be determined using the U.S.
Drought Monitor web site located
at http://www.drought.unl.edu/
dm/monitor.html.  To be eligible
for LFP, prolonged drought con-
ditions of at least the D2 level
must exist in the county for 8 con-
secutive weeks according to the

Announces Signup For The Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program

U.S. Drought Monitor.  If a D3
or D4 level for the county is
reached at any time the county
could automatically qualify for
LFP.  Losses due to drought
must occur during the normal
grazing period for the specific
type of grazing land.

Eligible livestock are those
owned or leased at least 60
days prior to the beginning date
of a qualifying drought.   Eli-
gible livestock under LFP in-
clude beef cattle, alpacas, buf-
falo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer,
elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas,
poultry, reindeer, sheep and
swine.

Insurance requirements
must also be met to participate
in LFP.  Producers must have
purchased a Non-insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) grazing policy or NAP
buy-in coverage for 2008.

For more information con-
cerning LFP or other FSA pro-
grams, please visit the Cimar-
ron County FSA Office or con-
tact us at 580-544-2401.  In-
formation can also be obtained
on line at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Boise City– The Cimarron
County Conservation District
and the Oklahoma Cooperative
Extension Service will present
a wind energy leasing seminar
at 6:00pm on October 7th at the
Cimarron County Fairgrounds.

The seminar will include an
update on the wind energy in-
dustry and how it has been af-
fected by the economy, an up-
date on Oklahoma’s electrical
transmission system and how
plans for its expansion could
affect the Oklahoma Pan-

WIND ENERGY LEASING SEMINAR TO BE HELD
handle, and a reprise of the wind
energy leasing seminar pre-
sented in March of this year.

Dr. Shannon Ferrell, Assistant
Professor of Agricultural Law at
Oklahoma State University will
be the presenter for the evening.
Dr. Ferrell was in private legal
practice working in the fields of
environmental and energy law
and served as a past president
of the Oklahoma Renewable
Energy Council before joining
OSU.  “A wind energy lease can

be a complicated arrangement,
and landowners need to under-
stand the wind resource, the
wind energy industry, and how
to evaluate contracts to truly un-
derstand the transaction,” Ferrell
said.

For more information, contact
Iris Imler with the Cimarron
County Conservation District at
580-544-3048 or Shannon L.
Ferrell with the Oklahoma Co-
operative Extension Service at
405-744-9815.

CHARLES NOLAN, JR. -35

1845: The Naval School
(later the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy) opens in Annapolis,
Md.
1871: The great Chicago
fire is put out; it has de-
stroyed nearly a third of
central Chicago.
1886: The first tuxedo is
worn at a dinner club in
New York.
1913: The Panama Canal,
an American-built waterway
connecting the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, is completed
with the explosion of the
Gamboa Dike.
1973: After pleading no con-
test to tax evasion, Spiro
Agnew becomes the first
U.S. vice president to re-
sign in disgrace.
1995: The opposition
leader Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi is released from six
years of house arrest and
reinstated as general sec-
retary of the National
League for Democracy in
Myanmar

Henry Cavendish, British
physicist and chemist
(1731)
Giuseppe Verdi, Italian op-
era composer (1813)
Helen Hayes, American ac-
tor (1900)
Thelonious Monk, Ameri-
can jazz pianist and com-
poser (1917)

(Left to right): Martha Burger (president of foundation
board), Ed Kelley (board member), David French (con-
tractor, David French Construction), Kayne (celebrity
council member), Rodney Bivens (executive director of
the food bank), Roberts Clements (president of food bank
board), K.C. Clifford (celebrity council member), Randy
Royse (board member) Tony Boghetich (board member,
past president of foundation board).

OKLAHOMA CITY –  The
Regional Food Bank of Okla-
homa, located at 3355 S. Purdue
in Oklahoma City, held an Open
House and Tweetup last Thurs-
day, Sept. 24 in celebration of their
new Volunteer Center. 

The Volunteer Center, which
adds an additional 36,000 square
feet to the Donald W. Reynolds
Distribution Center, was com-
pleted earlier this year thanks to
contributions to the Building Hope
Capital Campaign.

“The Regional Food Bank be-
longs to the very community that
it serves,” said Rodney Bivens,
executive director of the Regional
Food Bank of Oklahoma.  “The
true beneficiaries of this expan-
sion are the 63,600 hungry chil-
dren, families, and senior citizens
in our 53 counties service area
that receive food through the
Regional Food Bank and its part-
ner agencies.”

The additional space allows
the Food Bank to handle an ad-
ditional 55 truckloads of dry prod-
uct; an additional 29 truckloads

Food Bank Celebrates New Volunteer
Center and Donors

of frozen foods; and expands
the volunteer work area to ac-
commodate the more than
15,000 volunteers that donate
nearly 48,000 hours of labor
annually.

With partner agencies re-
porting as high as a 50 percent
increase in demand for food
this year, the expansion comes
at an opportune time.  The
Food Bank distributed a record
28.5 million pounds of food in
fiscal year 2009 and broke all
previous monthly records in
July when 3.1 million pounds
of food was distributed. 

Singer/songwriter Sherree
Chamberlain lent her voice to
speak out against hunger at the
Hunger Action Month
TweetUp hosted and catered
by Café Evoke in the Regional
Food Bank’s front lobby.
Chamberlain is a member of the
Regional Food Bank’s Celeb-
rity Council, which is a group
of community leaders standing
up to fight hunger in the state.

BOISE CITY BOARD
OF EDUCATION

REGULAR BOARD
MEETING

Meeting was called to order
by Iris Imler at 7:37 p.m.

Ira Harris led the prayer.
Members present:  Iris Imler,

Curt Sparkman, Tom Twyman
Members absent: Bryan

Alvarez, Ronnie Cochran
Administration present: Ira

Harris, Kristy Philippe, Gary
Tuell

Others present:  Toni
Thornton, minutes clerk

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Tom Twyman to approve the
minutes of the regular board
meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.

Citizens’ comment
Approval of warrants and

encumbrances
Motion was made by Tom

Twyman and seconded by Curt
Sparkman to approve the fol-
lowing warrants and encum-
brances:

FY 2009 General Fund war-
rants 1653-1655 totaling
$747.34 and

FY 2009 Building Fund war-
rant 140 totaling $31,576.36 and

FY 2010 General Fund war-
rants 64-204 totaling
$223,313.13

FY 2010 Co-op Fund war-
rants 14-32 totaling $14,728.81
and

FY 2010 Building Fund war-
rants 8-21 totaling $9,926.70

FY 2010 General Fund en-
cumbrances 6-8, 27, 38, 50, 53,
57, 59, 62, 65, 69, 79, 82, 89, 92-
96, 99, 101, 103, 106, 110, 112-
170 totaling $89,760.31 and

FY 2010 Co-op Fund en-
cumbrances 4-7 totaling
$169.25 and

FY 2010 Building Fund en-
cumbrances 14, 17, 22-25 total-
ing $3,560.81.

Motion carried 3-0.
Bryan Alvarez arrived at 7:45

pm
Report of the Principals
A. Elementary School re-

port
B. High School report
Report of the Superintendent
A.  Ag Farm

B. Student numbers
C. State Superintendent

Race
D. Estimate of Needs
Current business
Motion was made by Curt

Sparkman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to convene in
executive session at 8:47 p.m. to
discuss personnel issues and aide
positions, pursuant to 25 O. S.
§307 (B) (1).  Motion carried 4-
0.

The Board returned to open
session at 9:34 p.m.

The executive session minutes
compliance announcement was
made by Bryan Alvarez, Clerk
of the Board:

The Board convened in ex-
ecutive session at 8:47 p.m.   The
Board and Administration were
present.  Personnel issues and
aide positions were discussed.
No votes were taken and no de-
cisions were made.  The Board
returned to open session at 9:34
p.m.

Motion was made by Bryan
Alvarez and seconded by Curt
Sparkman to appoint the follow-
ing coaches as recommended by
Dr. Harris:  assistant high school
boys basketball, Larry Rosas;
assistant high school girls basket-
ball, Melissa Prather; junior high
girls cross country, Deb Daffern,
junior high boys cross country,
Britton Gabriele.  Motion carried
4-0.

Motion was made by Bryan
Alvarez and seconded by Tom
Twyman to contract with South-
west Medical Center for occu-
pational therapy services.  Mo-
tion carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by Tom
Twyman to contract with Angela
Shuck, Inc. to provide grant writ-
ing for $63,000 technology grant.
Motion carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Tom
Twyman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to hire Kathy
Harris as an ITV monitor.  Mo-
tion carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to establish an
outside of contract pay for teach-
ers at a rate of $25 per hour when

determined by the administration
to be appropriate.  Motion car-
ried 4-0.

Motion was made by Bryan
Alvarez and seconded by Tom
Twyman to approve the Alter-
native Education Plan.  Motion
carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Tom Twyman to add an Accel-
erated Reader subaccount to the
district’s activity account.  Mo-
tion carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Bryan
Alvarez and seconded by Tom
Twyman to approve additional
fund raisers for 2009-10 as pre-
sented.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to use hours for
attendance purposes, in accor-
dance with HB1864.  Motion
carried 4-0.

New Business
Motion was made by Tom

Twyman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to establish a 5th-
8th grade pep club.  Motion car-
ried 4-0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Tom Twyman to require a mini-
mum of two grades per week
per subject.  Motion carried 4-
0.

Motion was made by Curt
Sparkman and seconded by
Bryan Alvarez to change the
staff handbook to reflect the
board policy concerning eligibil-
ity deadline.  Motion carried 4-
0.

Motion was made by Tom
Twyman to adjourn at 10:46
p.m.

(PENDING BOARD
APPROVAL)

BOISE CITY BOARD
OF EDUCATION

SPECIAL BOARD
MEETING

MONDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 28, 2009

Meeting was called to order
by Iris Imler at 6:31 p.m.

Members present:  Bryan
Alvarez, Iris Imler, Curt
Sparkman, Tom Twyman

BOISE CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETS

(Continued on page 3)

10-4
Gaston Araiza-Estrada- no
driver’s license, speeding
Three illegal aliens

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

25-Year Return: Today’s
Wind Farms to Produce $1.9B
for Illinois

Even without putting
another turbine in the ground,
wind farms are projected to
generate $1.9 billion in
economic benefits for Illinois
over the next 25 years,
according to a study conducted
by Illinois State University’s
Center for Renewable Energy.
The study examined the direct
and indirect economic benefits,
including jobs, tax revenues,
and payments to landowners,
from the 17 major wind
projects totaling 1,118 MW that
are online (or about to go online
in the coming weeks) around
the state. The study found that
those 17 projects created 6,019
full-time equivalent jobs during
construction periods with a
total payroll of over $306
million. They also support 292
permanent jobs in the rural
parts of the state with a total
annual payroll of over $15
million. Focusing on the 17
projects already in existence,
said Center for Renewable
Energy Director David
Loomis, allowed the study to
steer clear of assumptions
based on forecasts, thus
making the numbers less
vulnerable to being called into
question.


