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DEATHS-PG. 3

BOISE CITY WEATHER
           Hi  Lo Prec

Tues. Oct. 27  65  30
Wed. Oct. 28   49  36  .57
Thur. Oct. 29  35  29  .15
Fri. Oct. 30     54  24
Sat. Oct. 31   67  31
Sun. Nov. 1    69  32
Mon.Nov. 2   59  34
MARKETS
Wheat     $ 4.37  bush.
Milo     $ 3.10 bush.
Corn      $3.70 bush.
 (spot prices subject to change)

A fund has been estab-
lished at Farmers and
Stockman’s Bank, in
Clayton, N.M, for
Carroll Lawrence,
the daughter of
Maxine Houts. She is
undergoing treat-
ment for cancer.
Funds can be left
with Maxine or at the
bank.

ATTENTION!!

  We give a tip of the hat to:

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

We give a dunce cap to:

Vandal(s) strike again...
To illustrate the damage done, Mike Barnes picks up a portion of one of the large
divots made in Boise City’s C.R. Board football field over the weekend. Extensive
damage was done to the field when a vehicle was driven in tight circles the length of
the field. The damage was being repaired in hopes it will be ready for play Friday night
against Forgan and then for potential playoff play.

Day after day, wonderful
things happen in the classrooms
of Boise City Schools. Our stu-
dents are motivated, enriched and
cared for by a cadre of talented
and dedicated teaching profes-
sionals and support personnel,
ensuring steady, incremental
progress on virtually every
achievement scale. This is ac-
complished despite decades of
“hand-to-mouth” funding for edu-
cation that has resulted in Okla-
homa ranking 46th in the nation
in per-pupil funding.

Education is an investment in
the future and the true base for
America’s research and devel-
opment; but it is not a “business”
of profit and loss in the monetary
sense. School districts do not have
the luxury of raising the price of
their product, but are expected
to consistently deliver quality out-
comes on a regular and continu-
ing basis. We recognize that many
are suffering and losing jobs in
this economy, but it is doubly sad
when our own children are short-
changed.

Boise City School’s leadership
is committed to providing the best
education for our children despite
this year’s short fall in the state’s
budget. The decisions that will be
made to ensure that our students
receive the best possible educa-
tion will be made whole-heartedly
with prayer and using informa-
tion gathered from many re-
sources. In the following para-
graphs, I hope to provide some
insight into the district’s financial
status.

The school district first re-
ceived notification in July 2009
that there would be a decrease

Reworking School Budget is a Daily Problem
by Dr. Ira Harris- Boise City
School Supt.

of $130,000 in state funding.
This news along with gloomy
forecasts for state revenues re-
inforced my intended approach
to being conservative with any
long-range decision making.
For example, it was decided to
be prudent in filling vacancies
in staff. However, we could not
overlook the needs of our stu-
dents so in order to maintain
class size ratios paraprofession-
als were assigned to class-
rooms.

Every month following the
initial notification, Oklahoma
school districts have received
notice from the State Depart-
ment of Education of additional
5% cuts for each of the
months. These cut have ex-
tended into and through the
State Department of Career
and Technology which de-
creases the funding to the
district’s agriculture and tech-
nical trade programs. In the lat-
est notice from the SDE it is
stated that school districts can
expect to continue to receive
funding cuts of 5% or greater
until the release of Rainy Day
Funds or the economy upturns.
These cuts total approximately
$4,000 per month for Boise City
Schools. The school district is
also experiencing loss of fund-
ing from lower estimates in
gross production and REA
taxes. These cuts are averag-
ing near 35% less than last
year’s revenue and is a loss to
date to the district of another
$30,000 dollars.

The one-time disbursements
of Federal Stimulus monies
have helped to offset some of
the Oklahoma funding short-

falls. However, problematic to
the stimulus monies is that these
monies are likely not to be avail-
able next year. Additionally,
these federal funds are so re-
strictive that the district can’t
readily spend funds in areas of
high-need.

Considering needs, one area
in which the district needs up-
grading is in the technology in-
frastructure which includes
servers, hubs, and switches as
well upgrades to the whiteboard
technology in the elementary
classrooms. The district submit-
ted a competitive grant applica-
tion for $63,750 for the funding
of these upgrades. The grant
applications have been read
and scored. Boise City Schools
has been awarded the grant and
will begin making upgrades.

Another area of need that
was unexpected was the loss
of the boiler system in the el-
ementary. The old system is
non-repairable and must be re-
placed. Estimates to date for
replacing the old system are
between $30,000 and $60,000.
There are many options to con-
sider before a final decision is
made, but the district is acting
very quickly to provide a per-
manent source of heat.

Although much of the infor-
mation above is gloomy, I en-
courage the community to re-
main positive. Be positive about
our future and be more apt to
offer ideas that will help the
administration in making deci-
sions. The district leadership is
experienced and has been in
difficult times in the past and
with the prayers and support of
the community we will guide the
district to better days.

HOSPITAL BOARD MEETS
by C.F. David

The Cimarron County Hos-
pital Board met last Thursday.

Kathy Roberts told the board
that the in-patient population had
increased over last month.

Roberts then explained that
CEO Dave Peyock, upon his re-
turn from overseas had explained
to the doctors that the hospital
cost reports are driven by in-pa-
tients. She added that the doc-
tors had understood and that more
patients had been admitted.

Roberts then explained that
there needed to be a policy
change on conscious sedation,
the procedure used for scope pro-
cedures. She explained that ei-
ther an RN or doctor were to be
on the scope while a LPN could
take history. The board autho-
rized the policy change.

Roberts then told the board a
change was needed on the fam-
ily medical leave act for the hos-
pital. She added that with a staff
of less than 50, the hospital didn’t
qualify and that as a small facil-
ity it was difficult to hold a job
open under such circumstances.
The board approved the change.

The board then set its meet-
ing dates for 2010.

The board then learned about
the new loan application from
the Farmers-Stockmans Bank,
of Clayton. It was explained that
they would start from a brand
new note for $375 thousand. It
was also explained that a reso-
lution was needed from the Ci-
marron County Commissioners.

It was then explained that the
staff was in the process of set-
ting up internal controls for
internet banking so that Roberts
and those in the need to know
could go online and check bal-
ances. It was added that no
online checking would take
place.

Ralph Warren then asked if
the financials were being pre-
pared for Bill May, (Regional
V.P. of HMC/CAH) the hospi-
tal group looking at possibly buy-
ing Cimarron Memorial. It was
explained that good readouts had
proved difficult but that when
they were obtained they would
be sent to Mr. May.

The board then went into ex-
ecutive session.

OKLAHOMA CITY – A
new state law that took effect
Nov. 1 will prevent the waste of
taxpayer dollars on Spanish-lan-
guage drivers’ tests, the bill’s
author said today.

“In a year of budget cuts, it
makes no sense to spend extra
money on Spanish-language driv-
ers’ tests that serve no legitimate
public policy purpose,” said state
Rep. Randy Terrill, R-Moore.
“Providing this special accom-
modation to non-English speak-
ers indirectly encourages illegal
immigration and prevents assimi-
lation of legal immigrants.”

House Bill 2252, by Terrill and
state Sen. Anthony Sykes, re-
pealed the requirement for the
Department of Public Safety to
provide driver’s license tests in
Spanish. The bill went into effect
on Nov. 1.

Drivers who cannot read or
speak English pose a public
safety risk, Terrill noted.

“Individuals who cannot
speak or read English cannot read
most road signs and they cannot
communicate with other drivers,
law-enforcement personnel, or
emergency responders in the
event of an accident,” Terrill
said.

The risk associated with non-
English-proficient drivers is one
reason the Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration’s regu-
lations require individuals seek-
ing a commercial license for in-
terstate commerce to “read and
speak the English language suf-
ficiently to converse with the
general public, to understand
highway traffic signs and signals
in the English language, to re-

New Law Ends Spanish Driver’s Tests
spond to official inquiries and to
make entries on reports and
records.”

House Bill 2252 was
prompted, in part, by a federal
government investigation of the
Oklahoma Department of Pub-
lic Safety over allegations the
agency violated the civil rights
of two Iranian immigrants who
were not provided written
driver’s license exams in Farsi,
the dominant language of Iran.

The state has received mul-
tiple foreign-language requests
since that time.

“If a government agency
agrees to provide services in one
foreign language, what basis
does it have to deny services in
any of the 322 languages now
spoken in the U.S.?” Terrill
asked. “By treating all citizens
the same, House Bill 2252 also
reduces the chances of a suc-
cessful lawsuit that further
drains taxpayer dollars.”

He noted the cost of provid-
ing driver’s tests in foreign lan-
guages is between $25,000 and
$50,000 per language, per year.

“At a time of significant bud-
get cuts, we need to make ev-
ery dollar count and cannot af-
ford to waste money on these
tests,” Terrill said.

Research has also shown
that English proficiency provides
enormous financial benefits for
legal immigrants, Terrill noted.

“Proficiency in English in-
creases the degree of one’s civic
participation as well as earnings
potential,” Terrill said. “State
policy should not discourage the
assimilation process and hold
back legal immigrants.”

    Dreamland Industries, Inc.
along with the Cimarron County
Conservation District and NRCS
will be hosting a seminar for
growers interested in learning
about planting safflower.
Dreamland representatives will
be presenting the program out-
lining the attributes, cultural prac-
tices, etc. about this crop that
Texas Tech reps call “the most
drought resistant crop known to
man”.  They will be bringing in-
formation about the contract they
are offering to growers for the
2010 crop.

   Safflower is an oil seed
crop that may add value to farm-
ing operation in Cimarron County.
Safflower has very low input
costs, is drought tolerant, uses
conventional planting and har-
vesting equipment, and has a
short growing season (1220-150
days).  The crop is planted in
February and March for harvest
in July and August making it a

good rotational crop with wheat.
   Safflower oil is used in the

biofuels industry along with the
food oils industry.  The food
grade oil is trans-fat free and is
closely compared to olive oil for
its cooking qualities.  The re-
maining meal is excellent for the
cattle industry as it is relatively
high protein. Texas Tech Uni-
versity and Texas A&M Uni-
versity have conducted exten-
sive research with safflower
over the past four years and
proven its viability in the High
Plains area.

  Growers interested in learn-
ing about planting safflower are
invited to attend a seminar Mon-
day, November 16 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Cimarron County Conser-
vation District office.  A meal
will be provided.  Reservations
must be made in order to be
served.  Call (580)544-3048 be-
fore Nov. 12 to reserve YOUR
spot.

Safflower Crop Opportunity

The Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program (LFP) is a new pro-
gram offered by the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) to compen-
sate eligible livestock producers
for grazing losses due to drought
conditions.  Losses must be due
to qualifying drought conditions
that occurred on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2008, and before October
1, 2011.  Eligible crops for LFP
are native or improved
pastureland or crops planted spe-
cifically for grazing by eligible live-
stock.  Producers are reminded
that LFP sign up will end Decem-
ber 10, 2009 for 2008 losses and
January 30, 2010, for 2009
losses.  There are no late file pro-
visions for LFP so producers must

FSA Announces Signup For The Livestock Forage Disaster Program
get their application in before
the deadline.

Drought condition ratings
are determined using the U.S.
Drought Monitor.  This web
site is located at http://
www.drought.unl.edu/dm/
monitor.html.  To qualify for
LFP, prolonged drought condi-
tions of at least a level of D2
must exist in the county for 8
consecutive weeks according
to the U.S. Drought Monitor.
If a D3 or D4 level for the
county is reached at any time
during the grazing period, the
county could automatically
qualify for LFP.  Drought
losses must occur during the
normal grazing period for the

specific type of grazing land or
pastures.

Eligible livestock must be
owned or leased at least 60 days
prior to the beginning date of a
qualifying drought.   Eligible live-
stock would include beef cattle,
alpacas, buffalo, beefalo, dairy
cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine,
goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer,
sheep and swine.

Insurance requirements
must also be met to participate
in LFP.  Producers must have
purchased a Non-insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) grazing policy or NAP
buy-in coverage for 2008.

If you have any questions call
580-544-2401.

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

“Make everything as simple as possible, but not
simpler.”- Albert Einstein

10-30
James Martin Peoples-
driving under the influ-
ence, speeding, transpor-
tation of an open con-
tainer, (beer), contribut-
ing to a minor.
Tyler Lee Dobbs- Public
Intoxication, (P.I.).
Martin Mendoza- P.I.
Jacob Brown- P.I.

10-31
Alejandro Cruz- speed-
ing, no driver’s license.

“It is dangerous to be right
when the government is
wrong.”- Voltaire

CLEO COLLINS-80
GEORGE PARKER- 89

the Trails of
T h r e a d
Quilters for
their volunteer
work.

BORN ON NOV. 5

Vandals...again.
Look what
they’ve done to
y o u r
neighborehood...nuff
said.

1818 Benjamin F Butler
Union general/presidential
candidate (anti-monopoly)
1849 Rui Barbosa Brazil,
statesman/jurist/essayist/
civil liberties
1855 Eugene V Debs labor
organizer, Socialist presi-
dential candidate
1857 Ida Tarbell muckraker
(Standard Oil was very un-
happy)
1885 Will Durant writer/his-
torian (Story of Civilization)
1911 Roy Rogers Cincinnati
Ohio, cowboy (Happy Trails,
Roy Rogers Show)
1912 Natalie Schaeffer
Rumson NJ, actress (Lovey
Howell-Gilligan’s Island)
1913 John McGiver NYC,
actor (Patty Duke Show,
Jimmy Stewart Show)

 TODAY IN HISTORY
NOV. 5

1872 Susan B Anthony fined
$100 for trying to vote for
Ulysses S Grant
1875 Susan B Anthony ar-
rested for attempting to
vote
1917 Gen Pershing & US
troops see action on West-
ern Front for 1st time
1917 Supreme Court deci-
sion (Buchanan v Warley)
strikes down Lousiville KY
ordinance requiring blacks
& whites to live in separate
areas


