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BOISE CITY WEATHER
           Hi  Lo Prec

Tues. Jan. 26  49  11
Wed. Jan. 27  55  19
Thur. Jan. 28 28  15
Fri. Jan. 29   24  05
Sat. Jan. 30  42  06  .19
Sun. Jan. 31 37  15
Mon.Feb. 1 44  15
MARKETS
Wheat     $ 4.13 bush.
Milo     $2.79 bush.
Corn      $3.30 bush.
 (spot prices subject to change)

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

 TODAY IN HISTORY
FEB. 4

DEATHS-PG. 3

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

BORN ON FEB. 4

  We give a tip of the hat to:

BCHS will celebrate the 2010 (rescheduled) Basketball
Homecoming on Thursday, Feb. 4 during the Boise City-
Felt Ballgames. A Pep Rally will be held at the high school
gym at 2:15.  Homecoming candidates and seniors will
be recognized. The BCJH teams will start the games
with the junior high girls playing at 4:00 followed by the
junior high boys at 5:00.  These are the last games of the
season for the junior high teams. The Crowning of the
2010 Basketball King and Queen will begin at 6:00 pm
followed by the high school girls game against Felt.  At
halftime of this game the elementary students will be doing
basketball drills and demonstrations.  Following the girls
game, the basketball Seniors and the parents will be hon-
ored.  The boys will then take on the Bulldogs with an-
other halftime presentation. The Cheerleaders are also
selling tickets for a chance to win a 50/50 cash pot and a
second drawing for a quilt. Seniors are: Lacey Wilson
(Cheer) Kanon White, Jesse Shelden, Todd Munsch, Trey
Sparkman, Reed Gore, Zach Prather, Clay Murdock,
Erick Guitierrez, and Justin Neatherlin (mgr.)

Press-Release- Despite
the withdrawals from the
county by Green Breeze, OWI,
and Langston University, devel-
oper Generation Energy, Inc.
continues to demonstrate its
commitment to wind energy in
Cimarron County.  Their
“shovel ready” Keyes Wind
Farm is planned as the first
phase of their major wind farm
development effort, the Black
Mesa Power Project.  It will
be comprised of 28 GE 1.5
MW turbines, for a total capac-
ity of 42 MW.  The Black Mesa
Power Project, also in ad-
vanced stages of development,
has had significant efforts in-
vested in it, and will eventually
bring more than 1,000 MW of
wind capacity to the county.
“The success of the Keyes
Wind Farm is essential to prim-
ing the pump for wind energy
in Cimarron County” said
Danny McCrystal, president of
Generation Energy, in recent
comments.

Last July, Generation En-
ergy was in advanced discus-
sions with Tri-County Electric

ATTENTION!!

Generation Energy Pitches Keyes
Wind Farm With Amarillo,Tx. Co-op

Cooperative about a power pur-
chase agreement.  In the process,
Keyes Wind Farm’s development
was pushed into its final stages in
anticipation of the completion of
that agreement.  But Tri-County
eventually decided not to move
forward with purchasing the
wind energy, eventually citing low
natural gas prices and restrictive
terms associated with their gen-
eration contract with Southwest-
ern Public Service Company as
the main barriers.  That left Gen-
eration Energy seeking an alter-
native way to get the project built.

Now Generation Energy is
pursuing a new opportunity.  Late
this past December, Golden
Spread Electric Cooperative,
based in Amarillo, TX, issued a
request for proposals (RPF) ask-
ing wind developers in the region
to bid their projects in hopes of
being selected to build as much
as 80MW of wind.  They are pri-
marily seeking projects which can
go into construction this year.  Tri-
County Electric is a member of
Golden Spread.  According to the
RFP, the winner of the bidding

process will agree to build the
project, and then transfer own-
ership to Golden Spread.  Final
proposals were due February
1st.

In the RFP, Golden Spread
indicates that community sup-
port for any given project will
be viewed favorably and have
some influence in their decision
making process.  If you are in-
terested in providing a letter of
support for the Keyes Wind
Farm, Generation Energy re-
quests that you send your sup-
port letter to
karl@generationenergy.com or
fax it to them at (571) 730-2178.
To insure Golden Spread’s full
consideration of your support for
the Keyes Wind Farm, they will
send all letters directly to Golden
Spread using the protocols pre-
scribed by the RFP.

Notifications of Golden
Spread’s selection of a short list
will be provided to bidders on
February 11, 2010.  Final bidders
will be selected by March 11.
If you have questions, contact
Karl Keller at 434 823-7971.

CHARLES HORNE-78

1902 Charles A Lindbergh
Detroit MI, pilot (1st fly
solo across Atlantic)
1906 Clyde William
Tombaugh US, astronomer
(discovered Pluto)
1906 Dietrich Bonhoeffer
German theologist (Con-
fessing Church)
1913 Rosa Lee Parks civil
rights activist (bus pro-
tester)
1913 Woody Hayes
[Wayne], college football
coach (Ohio, 1968 coach of
year)
1947 Dan Quayle (Senator-
R-IN)/(44th Vice-President-
R 1989-93)
1948 Alice Cooper [Vincent
Furnier], Detroit MI,
rocker (School’s Out)
1959 Lawrence Taylor [LT],
NFL’s greatest linebacker
(New York Giants)
1962 Clint Black Long
Branch NJ, country vocalist
(A Better Man)

1657 Oliver Cromwell
grants residency to Luis
Caravajal
1789 1st electoral college
chooses Washington &
Adams as President & Vice
President
1822 Free American Blacks
settle Liberia, West Africa
1824 J W Goodrich intro-
duces rubber galoshes to
the public
1849 University of Wiscon-
sin begins in 1 room with 20
students
1854 Alvan Bovay proposes
the name “Republican
Party”, Ripon WI
1887 Interstate Commerce
Act authorizes federal regu-
lation of railroads
1938 Hitler seizes control of
German army & puts Nazi in
key posts
1939 Glenn Cunningham, of
Elkhart, Kan., (top miler)
says 4-minute mile beyond
human effort
1964 24th Amendment abol-
ishes Poll tax
1964 FAA begins 6 month
test of reactions to sonic
booms over Oklahoma City

1-27
Sean Sinquefield- Driving
under suspension.
Erick Guttierrez- MIP,
TOC, hold for ICE.

1-30
Susan Smith- Domestic vio-
lence.

Employees of
the state,
county and city
who did and

are doing combat against
the snow storm; thanks.

The Storm Watcher meeting
will be April 5, at 7 p.m. in
the PTCI building

“A certain amount of
opposition is a great help to
a man. Kites rise against,
not with the wind.” - John
Neal

In a letter to the editor in
last week’s The Boise City
News, the author asked that
any response be in the paper.
Due to that request and the
interest in the answer, I have
decided to run that answer on
the front page.Ed.

A response to the letter to the
editor by Carrie Padilla in the
Boise City News, January 28,
2010 (however on the page of
the letter, page 3, it is dated Janu-
ary 21, 2010).

If anyone would like to know
what is going on with the city they
are welcome to come by and visit
or call and we will be happy to
answer any questions.  As far as
we know we have always an-
swered any questions with hon-
est and correct answers.  You are
always welcome to attend any
council meetings and bring to the
council concerns in the public
comments.

Well back to the letter:
“A. Why was the present city

police officer hired?  Was it be-
cause of his qualifications, or for
the number of children he has?”

The present city police officer
was hired because we had an
opening for a city police chief.
The council agreed with the city
manager it was necessary to
have police protection for our citi-
zens and to control the speed of
the traffic that was traveling
through Keyes.  Numerous com-
plaints had been received from
citizens about the traffic speed-
ing through town.  Mr. Meeks
applied and was fully qualified for
the police position by C.L.E.E.T.
(Council on Law Enforcement
Education and Training). He was
interviewed by the council and
was hired to fulfill the position of
police chief.  It was a benefit for
our town and school that he has
5 children who attend our school.

“B. Do they, (the police), re-
ally need tasers, laptops, and
police dogs?”

This is a multi-part question so
we will break it down.  Do they
really need tasers?  The answer
is YES, the tasers are a very big
deterrent when people the offic-

CITY OF KEYES ANSWERS
LETTER TO EDITOR

ers have to deal with become
unruly or overbearing.  It is
better for all involved to have
a taser to use instead of a gun.
Do they really need laptops?
YES, the police department
has two laptops, one is in the
office and was bought several
years ago by money donated
to the police department by
PTCI for equipment it did not
cost the city any money.  It
does not function completely
as the cd-rom and battery
needs to be replaced however
the city has not spent any
money to repair this laptop
because it would cost more to
fix than replace.  It works well
in the office where it can be
plugged in all the time.  A
laptop was bought for use in
the police vehicle which is
more rugged and can with-
stand the bumps and move-
ment of the vehicle.  With this
laptop the police can check
tags and drivers licenses with-
out having to use the dispatch-
ing services of the county.
The county sheriff needed
more funding in his depart-
ment to cover the costs of dis-
patching and the council de-
cided to buy this equipment
and let our officer do the work
instead of paying more money
to the county than we cur-
rently do.  Costs for this laptop
will be discussed in the next
question.  Do they really need
police dogs?   The city does
not have a police dog.   Rusty
Rippetoe asked the city if he
could become a reserve of-
ficer for the Town of Keyes
so he could purchase a police
dog.  He would not be able to
buy one without being associ-
ated with a police department
and he wanted one so Cimar-
ron County would have a po-
lice dog in the county for drug
stops and search and rescue
missions.  The council ap-
proved him a reserve officer
status for sole purpose of al-
lowing him to acquire a dog
for the benefit of the entire
county.  Mr. Rippetoe pays all

receives utility payments, posts
them to the accounts, deposits
the money, records deposits and
payments, writes the checks for
the bills, keeps the meeting min-
utes, posts the agendas, handles
customer complaints, handles
calls about tickets, handles the
other many duties of the court,
and many more daily tasks that
are to numerous to mention.  City
Manager J. C. Moser is there
to keep the records on the gas
system up to date, keep records
of water and wastewater sys-
tem up to date, make sure the
city passes inspections from the
Department of Environmental
Quality and Oklahoma Corpo-
ration Commission.  There are
many reports that have to be
updated daily, weekly, monthly
and yearly that have to be done
correctly or we could be fined.
Some fines for non-compliance
have been as high as $50,000.00
a day of non-compliance.  Our
systems are required to uphold
the same standards and records
as the biggest systems in the
state.  Just because we are
small doesn’t mean a thing to
Department of Environmental
Quality or the Oklahoma Cor-
poration Commission.  The rules
and regulations get to be more
and more each year and it takes
time to compile the information
and get it onto the appropriate
forms.  He is also there to keep
the council informed with their
decision making and keep the
city running on a daily basis.  He
also has to make sure the gas
and safe water still flow to your
house or business and the waste
water still flows down the
sewer main.  We all have many
jobs to do and it just happens
some of the jobs are in the of-
fice.

“H. Are the city council fol-
lowing the rules or making
their own?”

The city council obeys the
laws of the State of Oklahoma
during each council meeting.
These laws are in the Oklahoma
Statutes Title 25.

“I. Why isn’t the agenda in
the Boise City paper week prior
to the meeting?”

The agenda is usually not pre-
pared in advance to allow time
to be published in the Boise City
paper.  The delay in preparing
the agenda is to give persons of
the community the opportunity
to request to be on the agenda
for concerns.  It also allows time
for any event that requires ac-
tion to be listed on the agenda
so it can be taken care of
quickly.  Nobody wants to wait
6 or more weeks to talk to the
council about something they feel
is urgent.  Also, if we publish the
agenda in the paper every month
it will cost the city more money

expenses for this dog and it
does not cost the city any funds
at all.

“C. Who is paying for all of
this?”

Police Chief Kelly Meeks
applied and received a grant
from Wal-Mart Inc. for Police
Equipment and Training.  The
grant amount received was
$1,500.00.  The costs of 2
Tasers and equipment were
$957.57.  Also, $200.00 of the
grant was spent for training.
The cost of the laptop for the
vehicle was $500.00 which
was paid partially with the re-
mainder of the grant of $342.44
and $157.56 from city funds.
Please remember all this infor-
mation is available at city hall
all you have to do is ask.

“D. If we are low on funds
what can we do to change
it?”

The city has reduced the
employees from 4 full time em-
ployees and 2 part time employ-
ees to 3 full time and 3 part time
employees (one only works less
than 16 hours a week).  We
have also reduced the em-
ployee benefits from paying for
family insurance to only pay-
ing for the employee insurance
and some of the employees do
not even take the insurance for
themselves.  We have been
holding off repairs that need to
be done to save money, but
these things need to be done
and postponing them further
will eventually result in not hav-
ing the services when the
people of the town need them.
We have not bought a new
pickup even though we need
one.  We have not bought a new
police vehicle even though we
need one as a matter of fact
the police car was traded to us
from the Sheriff’s office for a
4 wheel drive expedition that
was given for us to use by the
District Attorney’s office and
the expedition the Police Chief
drives was given to us to use
by the District Attorney’s of-
fice.  Whenever we get through
using the expedition it will be
returned to the District Attor-
ney.  As you can see the Town
is not operating like the money
will never run out but we have
to make sure there is money to
operate on for now and the fu-
ture.  Another way “we” can
change the revenue shortage
is to pay your bill.  Many people
will just let the bill go and not
pay or promise to pay next
week or month until the city is
forced to shut off the accounts
and the people will move away
or to someone else’s home and
leave the balance unpaid.  This
would help “change it”.   Even
though the city has been trying
to keep the expenses down we
will still have to increase the
rates to help with expenses now

and in the future.  It is a fact of
life things continue to go up.  This
is something we all have to live
with in every aspect of life.

“E. Why does it take three
people to read meters?”

It does not take three people
to read meters.  It can be done
with one.  It is easier to read with
three than one and it takes a lot
less time.  With three people, one
to drive and write down readings
and one to read water meters and
one to read gas meters, it only
takes 4 hours to read every meter.
With two, one drives and writes
the readings down and the other
reads the meters, it takes about 6
to 7 hours to complete.  This
method was used this month be-
cause we needed to read the
meters before the snow storm
and the part time employee
works on Friday.  With one em-
ployee it will take 2 days to com-
plete.  It only makes sense to get
it done in the least amount of time
so other duties can be done.

“F. Why do we need a street
sweeper?”

To clean the streets.  In the
past people have insisted that
main street be cleaned before the
alumni parade.  If it was not for
the county employees coming in
and cleaning it the job would have
not been done.  We cannot rely
on the county employees to jump
and run every time we ask.  Also,
there have been hundreds of
thousands of dollars spent on
curbing and oil and rock for our
streets.  Most of this money was
from the state of Oklahoma
through grants and the county
donating labor and materials when
the city could not get grants.  If
we cannot keep the curbing clean
the water cuts into the oil and rock
of the streets.  It is ruining the
work and money invested.  The
sweeper is an investment to have
the equipment to clean the streets
and help them to last longer and
to clean our streets when big
events like the alumni parade are
here.  When friends and family
return, wouldn’t you like to be
proud of the streets in our town?
Also, this sweeper didn’t cost the
city any money to buy.  We ac-
quired it with a grant from OEDA
which paid for the street sweeper
and a new set of brooms for fu-
ture use.  As of this date the city
has only had to pay  $28.83 for
fuel for the street sweeper.

“G. Why do we need so many
people in the office?”

Police Chief Meeks is in the
office when he has reports to fill
out.  He has to keep accurate
records to send to the appropri-
ate authorities so we can stay eli-
gible for grants for the police de-
partment.  He is there also to be
accessible to the public when they
call or come in to talk or report
criminal activity.  City Clerk Linda
Betts is there to do her duties as
Court Clerk, and City Clerk.  She       (Continued on page 2)


