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DEATHS-PG. 3

BOISE CITY WEATHER
           Hi  Lo Prec

Tues.  Aug. 3  98  60
Wed.  Aug 4   89  62  .04
Thur.  Aug. 5  87  62  1.10
Fri.     Aug 6  91  64
Sat.    Aug. 7  93  65  .46
Sun.   Aug. 8   94  65
Mon. Aug. 9   97  63
MARKETS
Wheat      $ 5.68
Milo      $3.16
Corn      $3.64
 (spot prices subject to change)

BORN ON AUG. 12

SHARREL
BLAKENBAKER-63

JOAN CRABTREE- 69
PATSY CANNON- 69
PATRICA OHNICK

BETTY GARDNER- 82

This truck loaded with fertilizer overturned about 14
miles southwest of Boise City at the state line on High-
way 385. The truck left the road as it entered a curve.
The driver was able to climb from the crushed cab and
was being treated by the Cimarron County EMS.

(Some information was
used by permission of
Amarillo’s News Channel
10, and The Amarillo Globe
News)

Sharrel Blankenbaker, of
Felt, lost her life Tuesday night,
Aug. 3, in a heroic struggle with
an Amarillo man who at-
tempted to abduct her 12-year
old granddaughter.

“She was a hero,” said Pot-
ter County Sheriff Brian Tho-
mas. “And maybe that’s really
the wrong word….she was a
grandmother,” Thomas added.

At about 8:55 p.m.
Blankenbaker’s killer, Gary
Don Carner, 58, of Amarillo
tried to kidnap at gunpoint, a
young woman in her thirties at
a convenience store at 34th and
Soncy streets in Southwest
Amarillo. The would be kidnap-
per drove away in a white four-
door Ford pickup. Carner’s
crime spree and his life, would
end eight miles and a short 30
minutes later at about 9:24 p.m.
in a gun battle with a Potter
County Sheriff’s Deputy near
Bushland.

From the scene of the Soncy
incident, Carner drove west on
I-40 to the Arnot Road Love’s
Truck stop. It was there that
he encountered Blankenbaker
and her three grandchildren
ages 5, 12 and 16.
Blankenbaker, 63, had been to
Amarillo’s Rick Husband air-
port to pick up her grandchil-
dren who had flown in from San
Diego, Calif. From Rick Hus-
band, she traveled west on I-
40 until she pulled into the
Love’s. After entering and
leaving the truck stop’s store,
at about 9:05 p.m.,
Blankenbaker’s granddaughter
was accosted by Carner.
Blankenbaker, using physical
force, freed the young woman
from Carner, and placed her-
self between Carner and the
children. At that point Carner
reached around her and shot
her in the back with a .25 cali-
ber automatic pistol.

As Blankenbaker lay dying,
Carner fled the truck stop in his
white pickup and drove further
west until he reached Indian
Hills Road near Bushland. At
that point Carner encountered
two girls age 11 as they walked
along the road. He stopped and
told the young women he had
something to show them. The
girls turned to run, but Carner
caught one and forced her into
the pickup upon threat of death.
The other girl ran for help. By
this time, the Amarillo Police
Department and Potter County
Sheriff’s Office were con-
vinced they were searching for
the same man, and with the
report from Indian Hills; the
noose around Carner began to

Above, Potter County Deputies and investigators try to
make sense of  the shooting death of a Felt woman a week
ago Tuesday night, near Amarillo. Below a map indicates
the proxemity of the shooting, (lower right) to the point,
(upper left), where Potter County Deputies cornered and
shot it out with killer Don Carner.
Photo courtsey of News Channel 10, map designed by Don
Scearce.

Felt Woman Dies of Gunshot at Amarillo Truck stop

Sharrel Blankenbaker Makes Ultimate Sacrifice for Grandchildren
By C.F. David

close.
At 9:24 p.m. Potter County

Deputy Simpson saw a pickup
matching the description of the one
wanted in the three incidents.
Deputy Simpson followed the
truck as Deputy White ap-
proached it from the front. The
truck, traveling south on Blessen
Road turned west on Jim Lane; at
that point the hostage jumped from
the moving vehicle and rolled into
the bar ditch. Carner then opened
fire on Deputy White in an attempt
to flee. White returned fire and
Carner was killed at the scene.

The young woman who had
jumped from the pickup was
transported to a local hospital with
scrapes and abrasions.

At the Love’s, Blankenbaker
was comforted by Angel Quezada,
of Amarillo. Quezada had worked
late and had stopped to fill his work
truck with diesel when the shoot-
ing occurred.

“I was praying for her and hold-
ing her hand,” he said. “She didn’t
know the guy, and he was trying
to take her granddaughter. Those
were her last few words,”
Quezada explained.

Sheriff Thomas, and Special
Crimes Sgt. Kevin Dockery, were
both quoted as having said that
nothing in Carner’s background
gave any indication of this type of
violence.

The Special Crimes Squad in-

volves officers from Canyon,
Amarillo and Potter and Randle
Counties; it mainly investigates
capital crimes in the Amarillo
area metro-plex.

A background check by The
Boise City News indicates that
Carner had a 1994 Texas ar-
rest for DWI, and a 1996 ar-
rest in Tulsa for obtaining mer-
chandise by bogus check. He
had also been ticketed in Okla-
homa for not having a current
license plate, and non-compli-
ance of vehicle liability insur-
ance.

Sgt. Dockery explained that
due to a rash of assaults and
murders, the investigation by
the Special Crimes Squad into
Carner’s actions and where-
abouts earlier that fateful Tues-
day has stalled.

“We do know that he’d been
in a local bar,” Dockery said.

However, Blakenbaker was
a Christian who walked her
talk. She probably had no prob-
lem in absolving Carner mo-
ments before her death.  Her
ministry was to inmates,
through an organization called
the Kairos Prison Ministry. A
look at their website explains
that the ministry is to bring the
love of Christ to both inmates
and their families, and to help
those individuals transition into
productive citizens.

In 1984 the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch introduced
a new program known as Na-
tional Night Out. The original
idea was meant to help local law
enforcement and community
watch organizations become
more visible and to involve more
community members and groups
in their anticrime efforts.  Na-
tional Night Out is designed to
heighten crime and drug preven-
tion awareness, to generate sup-
port for, and participation in, lo-
cal anticrime programs, to
strengthen neighborhood spirit
and police-community partner-
ships and send a message to
criminals letting them know that
neighborhoods are organized and
fighting back.  Last year’s Na-
tional Night Out campaign in-
volved citizens, law enforcement
agencies, civic groups, busi-
nesses, neighborhood organiza-
tions and local officials from over
15,000 communities from all 50
states, U.S. territories, Canadian
cities and military bases world-
wide. In all, over 36 million people
participated in National Night
Out 2009.

On August 3, 2010 about one
hundred fifty citizens of Keyes
joined others across the nation
and the world in celebrating Na-
tional Night Out 2010.  As a part
of our celebration, we met at
Keyes Community Park to en-
joy community fellowship and all
the watermelon we could eat.
This was also an opportunity for
me, as the new Chief of Police
in Keyes, and my wife Amie to
meet personally with some of the
citizens here.

Among those attending were
many long time residents, includ-
ing Cimarron County Commis-
sioner Bill Percifield, who took
this opportunity to come out and
visit with some of his constitu-
ents.  It was also nice to see some
new faces.  Michael Parsons, the
new Keyes Public School
Superintendant, and his family
enjoyed some watermelon with
us.  Mr. Parsons and his family
share many feelings with me and
my wife as we have all recently
moved here.

Cimarron County Sheriff
Keith Borth also attended and his
agency provided an informative
and entertaining program to in-
troduce the community to the
Cimarron County K-9 Division.

KEYES CELEBRATES
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Deputy Nathan Cobb and his
partner, K-9 Deputy Max, a
Belgian Malinois, demonstrated
a narcotics sniff of a vehicle.
A small training aide contain-
ing marijuana was hidden in a
vehicle and Deputies Cobb and
Max were tasked with locating
it. After a text book walk around
and sniff of the vehicle, Max
promptly alerted and indicated
the presence of the odor of a
narcotic.

Deputy Rusty Rippetoe and
his partner K-9 Deputy Vacus,
also a Belgian Malinois, dem-
onstrated canine apprehension
techniques.  Using a volunteer
dressed in protective gear,
Deputies Rippetoe and Vacus
demonstrated how Vacus is
trained to chase and apprehend
a suspect.  Deputy Rippetoe
also demonstrated how well
trained and disciplined the ca-
nines are by recalling Vacus
during a pursuit of the volun-
teer suspect.  Upon being com-
manded to stop Vacus returned
to Rippetoe’s side, sat and
waited for more commands.

Sheriff Borth said that he
was pleased with the demon-
strations and proud of the per-
formance of both K-9 teams.
Borth said that he felt the K-9
teams were a valuable tool in
his agency’s arsenal.  He also
praised both Cobb and
Rippetoe for their dedication in
caring for and training with their
canine partners.

Along with watermelon, the
children in attendance were
given coloring pages and puzzle
pages to take home.  Many of
the children were also given an
identification record and a set
of their own fingerprints to take
home.  I had a great time visit-
ing with the younger Keyes
residents and hope to spend
more time getting to know each
of them after school begins.

Overall I considered the
event a success and look for-
ward to future opportunities to
meet with members of the com-
munity I now call home.  Look-
ing ahead I will be assessing the
law enforcement needs here in
Keyes.  It is a quiet and very
friendly community, but not
without its own unique issues.
I encourage everyone to give
me input and work with me to
make our community even bet-
ter.

Reserve Deputy Rusty
Rippetoe, left,  and his
partner Vacus demon-
strated their technique at
National Night Out. The
night was kicked off in
1984 in an effort for com-
munities to meet their po-
lice officers. It was hosted
in Cimarron County by
Keyes Police Chief Kevin
McIntire

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
AUG. 12

Courtsey photo

By Kevin McIntire

At right, the overpass, and bypass continue toward
completion. Though many thought we’d never see this
in our lifetime, the future is here. Now the only question
is what are we going to make of the future? The bypass
could mean the end, or if we approach it correctly, a new
beginning. We need to try to attract businesses to the
bypass, restaurants, motels, truck stops and frieght drop
zones. The land needs to be priced to attract businesses
that will bring jobs and taxes, (the land could be annexed).

1859 Katharine Lee Bates
US, author (America the
Beautiful)
1881 Cecil B deMille
Mass, directed God (10
Commandments)
1912 Jane Wyatt Campgaw
NJ, actress (Father Knows
Best, Star Trek)
1929 Buck Owens Sherman
Texas, country singer (Hee
Haw)
1932 Porter Wagoner coun-
try singer, discovered Dolly
Parton (Y’All Come)
1939 George Hamilton
Memphis Tn, (Love at 1st
Bite, Where the Boys Are)
1941 Deborah Walley
Bridgeport Ct, actress
(Gidget, (TV) Mothers-in-
Law)
1949 Mark Knopfler guitar/
vocals (Dire Straits-Sultans
of Swing)

1508 Ponce de Le¢n arrives
in Puerto Rico
1553 Pope Julius III orders
confiscation & burning of
the Talmud
1898 Hawaii formally an-
nexed to US
1935 Babe Ruth’s final
game at Fenway Park,
41,766 on hand
1955 Pres Eisenhower
raises minimum wage from
$0.75 to $1 an hour
1960 USAF Major Robert
M White takes X-15 to
41,600 m
1972 Last American combat
ground troops leave Viet-
nam
1991 Creditors vote to sup-
port Greyhound Bus reor-
ganization plan

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

A tip of the hat to:
Pam Carson
for her gener-
ous donation
of fabrics to

the Trails of Thread
Quilting Club to make
the pillowcases for can-
cer patients.

8-3
Norman Rodgers- Served
time.
Jeremy Burton- Served
time.

8-6
Jacob Bishop- Serving
time.
Dewey Gilkey- DUI, held on
a bond of $1,000

8-8
Seth Turner- Minor in pos-
session, public intoxication,
possession of marijuana,
held on a bond of $1,000
Jamin Richardson- M.I.P.,
Transportation of an open
container, throwing litter on
the street, possession of
marijuana, held on a bond
of $1,000.
Angel Sandavol- Speeding,
DUI, TOC, possession of
marijuana and a controlled
dangerous substance, held
on a bond of $4,000.

Sharrel Shot

11 year old girl  grabbed.

Shoot out with Carner.


