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BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi  Lo Prec

Tues.  Sept. 21 91 60
Wed.  Sept. 22  85  62  .07
Thur.  Sept. 23 85  58  .40
Fri.     Sept. 24 82  55
Sat.    Sept. 25  82  54
Sun.   Sept. 26 78  44
Mon. Sept. 27  92  47
MARKETS
Wheat  $5.73
Milo   $4.20
Corn     $4.65
 (spot prices subject to change)

DEATHS-PG. 3

BORN ON SEPT. 30

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

SOMETHING TO THINK
ABOUT

“It’s never too late to
have a happy childhood.” -
Tom Robbins

9-22
Alan Lloyd Evans- Trans-
portation of open container,
driving under the influence.

9-24
Danny Harris- Serving time
for D.U.I.
Shirley M. Powers- DUI.
Transportation of an open
container, possession of
marijuana, possession of
paraphernalia, held on a
bond of $5,000.

9-26
Kelly Diane Crawford- pos-
session of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia, re-
leased on a bond of $2,000.
Kelly Vincent Dixon- pos-
session of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia, re-
leased on a bond of $2,000.

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
SEPT. 30

DUANE MILBERN- 84
VERNON PETERSON-85
MILDRED CRABTREE- 92

1452 1st book published,
Johann Guttenberg’s Bible
1659 Robinson Crusoe is
shipwrecked (according to
Defoe)
1777 Congress, flees to
York Pa, as British forces
advance
1846 Anesthetic ether used
for 1st time (Dr Wm
Morton extracts a tooth)
1946 22 Nazi leaders found
guilty of war crimes at
Nuremberg, Von
Ribbentrop and Goering
sentenced to death by
Nuremberg trial
1947 Yanks beat\Berlin Air-
lift ends after 277,000
flights
1954 1st atomic-powered
vessel, submarine Nautilus
launched.
1960 Flintstones premiers
(1st prime time animation
show).
1960 On Howdy Doody’s
last show Clarabelle finally
talks “Goodbye Kids”
1962 James Meredith reg-
isters for classes at Univer-
sity of Mississippi
1968 1st Boeing 747 rolls
out.
1988 IBM announces ship-
ment of 3 millionth PS/2
personal computer.
1989 Nolan Ryan’s perfect
game is broken with 1 out
in the 8th, but he strikes-
out his 300th of the year.

1627 Robinson Crusoe ac-
cording to Daniel Defoe
1924 Truman Capote a
short short story writer (In
Cold Blood)
1928 Elie Wiesel author
(Souls on Fire), Nazi hunter
(Nobel 1986)
1931 Angie Dickinson
Kulm ND-best looking legs
on a cop (Police Woman)
1935 Johnny Mathis singer
(Chances are, 12th of
Never)

Jeff Gibson looks over drawings he has created for using
the old Federal Helium Plant Northeast of Keyes as a
scrap iron recycling center.

County Man Wants to Utilize Old Helium
Plant; CIPA Board Not So Sure of Plan

By C.F. David
Jeff Gibson lives with his

family and several other people
in a community in a canyon 33
miles Northwest of Boise City
and six miles south, (as the crow
flies), of Kenton.

Here in this remote area
Gibson and his family run a rock
quarry business, haul silage, and
his wife Kim, an artist, paints and
applies her art to mouse pads
and about any object that she/
they can sell.

Gibson said the family hauled
silage this year, but that their
hearts weren’t in it since his
father’s death in a truck/train
collision a year ago while haul-
ing the cattle feed.

But Gibson wants to grow,
and he has an idea that might
help both the county, and Jeff
Gibson.

He has big plans albeit; he is
reluctant to show all his cards.
He wants to use the old Federal
Helium Plant four miles north-
east of Keyes, to  break down
concrete, salvage rail road steel
and any other metal he can bring
in. He thinks the location, and
its buildings lends itself to such
a business.

Gibson said he has talked to
rail representatives about pro-
cessing their scrap iron and they
are receptive.

Gibson points out that the old
plant has a railroad, Cimarron
Valley that runs right outside the
plant fence, and that it travels
from Dodge City, Kansas to
Boise City, and the plant has a
spur that connects to the CVRR.

“That plant has tremendous
amount of potential,” Gibson
said.

“Cimarron County needs
this. Within a year we’ll have 30
jobs, and they won’t be junk
jobs,” he added. “These will be
high-paying jobs, ($13-$16 per
hour), because I don’t want to
have to retrain twice a year.”

Gibson points out that as of
now scrap iron in the area is
hauled by truck to Pueblo, Colo.,
but that with rail connections,
markets in the east should open
up to Cimarron County.

Gibson said he plans to start
with about 11 employees, with
six employees moving through-
out the area, loading trucks with
iron, and coming back to the
plant. On arrival other employ-
ees will begin sizing the iron to
steel plant specs.

“I want this to be like a fam-
ily, keeping them happy with in-
centives,” Gibson explained.

Gibson’s opinion is that as
soon as the business is up and
running that it will be basically
bullet-proof against recession.
He points out that metals retain
much of their value, (However
it dropped quickly  in early 2009-
Ed.), and that rural Cimarron
County is replete with scrap iron,
and that its residents have some-
thing of value in their fields.

Gibson has other plans for
expansion, plans that although he
discussed was not comfortable
seeing them in print just now.

But not everyone in Cimarron
County, who are involved with
the helium plant think Gibson’s
plan is the best fit.

CIPA IS UNSURE
Bobby Bocock, Chairman of

the Cimarron County Industrial
Park Authority, told The Boise
City News that the board wasn’t
interested.

Bocock said Gibson attended
a couple of the board meetings
but that he couldn’t show the
board what the Oklahoma State
Department of Commerce re-
quired, such as financials and a
business plan.

(The Boise City News has
requested copies of the minutes,
and Bocock has promised them
when they are typed up.-Ed.)

Gibson told The Boise City
News that he has financial
backing from a bank whose
name he chose not to disclose.

Bocock said the board needs
to see financials “So we can see
what you can and can’t do.”

But, Bocock said, the
clincher for the board was when
a CIPA member picked up the
Sept. 9 issue of The Boise City
News on the very day they
[CIPA] were to meet with
Gibson, and found Gibson’s
name in the delinquent tax rolls.

“I have board members that
read every bit of things like that;
and they weren’t happy. How
can we back someone who is
two years in arrears on his
taxes? Bocock asked.
FOR COMMISSIONERS

CIPA HAS FINAL SAY
The Cimarron County Com-

missioners, though they have
oversight of the plant are not in
direct control. That privilege
goes to the CIPA Board, a trust
established so that if necessary
it could borrow money, (much
like Cimarron Memorial Hospi-
tal).

Though Gibson has placed his
plan in front of the Cimarron
County Commissioners, that
group has made it plain, no mat-

ter their feelings, the CIPA board
has final say.

County Commissioner Bill
Percifield, Dist. 3, who oversees
the district where the plant sits,
told The Boise City News he’d
love to see something on the site
and working.

“I’d like very much to get the
plant out of county hands, and
onto the tax rolls,” Percifield
said. “But as we told them when
they met with us, it’s up to the
CIPA Board, they are a trust,”
he added.

“I guess they [CIPA Board]
have checked backgrounds. But
I think if anything goes there it
can’t be big to start, it’ll have to
be small ten or 11 people work-
ing there to begin with,”
Percifield explained.

Commissioner John Howard
Freeman knows that the board
has the final say, but he also has
the opinion that Gibson might be
on to something.

“Jeff presented this to the
commissioners and we thought
it would help the county,” Free-
man said.

“In my opinion, one job or 30,
it is a start,” Freeman added.

Freeman said that Gibson
had brought a gentleman from
Elkhart who ran a salvage busi-
ness, and they explained that the
facility when it was up and run-
ning would have a contract with
the railroad to deal with its scrap
iron.

Freeman had concerns about
the plant which the county has
had possession of for 29 years,
age and vandalism are taking
their tolls.

“He [Gibson] said he’d fix it
up at his expense,” Freeman
shrugged.

He’s not asking for a tax
break, or for grants of any kind,
(indeed Gibson says grants are
counter productive at this time,
a deed to the property is more
important), and he’s asking for
far less that what Nathaniel
asked for,” Freeman added.
(Nathaniel Energy was a Colo-
rado company that came in
about seven years ago with
plans for burning tires and grow-
ing vegetables.-Ed.)
CIPA MAY HAVE OTHER

OPTIONS
Bocock told The Boise City

News that Gibson’s offer isn’t
the only one on the table, though
of course none are a sure thing.

“I get proposals every day
from the Department of Com-
merce, and most are obviously
not a fit and I toss them away,”
Bocock said.

“But right now, we have two
proposals out, one for a Glycol
plant with about six jobs that will
pay about $60 thousand a year,
and another, the one I think is
the best fit, a Yogurt factory, with
30 jobs at about $25 to $30 thou-
sand a year, really more in line
with Cimarron County,” Bocock
said.

“Nothing may come of either
one; we may not hear from ei-
ther one”, Bocock admitted.

However, Bocock thinks the
yogurt plant is a perfect fit with
about 20 dairies in close prox-
imity.

“We might even be able to
draw in more dairies,” he
added.

The Board of Cimarron
County Commissioners, by rec-
ommendation of the County
Assessor, Patty Hiner, have ap-
proved Resolution #63-2010
(see legal notice within this pub-
lication), asking the citizens of
Cimarron County to Vote in the
General Election, November 2,
2010 on a question to exempt
household personal property and
livestock that is in the support
of a family.

If the proposition is approved
by the voters, this would elimi-
nate household personal prop-
erty and livestock, which histori-
cally many have deemed unfair.
We have asked for a vote on
this exemption to retain the value
of cattle owned by individuals in
Cimarron County.  The elimina-
tion would be revenue neutral for
the overall county tax base.  All
ad valorem millage will be raised
enough to offset the loss.  The
household personal property and
livestock amount is currently 4%
of the County ad valorem tax

By C.F. David
Tommy Grazier, a Cimarron

County District 3 employee has
decided to run for the position
of District 3 Commissioner
against his boss Bill Percifield,
on November 2.

His job description at District
3 is truck driver and maintainer
operator.

He is a 1983 graduate of
Keyes High School and a school
board member.

Asked why he has chosen to
run, Grazier replied, “I think that
with new ideas and a fresh face,
we might be able to move for-
ward. I think a younger person
sees things differently than
someone older.”

“I’d like to see some busi-
nesses move in and all of our
communities prosper.”

“I’d like to see all the com-
munities cooperate together.  “It

Grazier Runs For Commissioner
seems we have friction, and it
needs to be fixed from the top
down,” he added.

Grazier sees an opportunity
in the by-pass, and the possibil-
ity of attention from trucking
companies sometime in the fu-
ture.

“We also have the railroads.
There has to be something will-
ing to move to Cimarron
County,” Grazier  said.

“Look at Boeing Aircraft,
they are considering moving to
central Oklahoma from Califor-
nia. There has got to be compa-
nies that might want to move
here.”

Grazier is concerned by the
loss of business and businesses
and what it might mean to the
county and its individual commu-
nities.

“No one likes to lose any part
of their communities. If we don’t
find something we’ll be losing
schools.”

Asked what he might do with
regards to the immediate con-
cern as a commissioner, Grazier
replied, “There are dirt roads that
need to be fixed. And also some
that need pavement. This is how
our farmers look at things” [road
conditions].

“The hands of course want
a raise, and they need one. But,
the commissioners hands are
tied by the county’s finances,”
Grazier said.

base.  It appears the majority of
taxpayers will see an overall
decrease in their taxes.  The
public service companies will
see the largest increases.

Sixty-six counties (86%) in
the state of Oklahoma have al-
ready voted and approved this
elimination of household per-
sonal property and livestock
since this option was enacted in
1994.  Several more counties are
scheduled to vote on this issue
in November.

Town Hall meetings have
been scheduled at 7:00 p.m.
Central Time as follows:

Boise City-October 4, 2010
at City Hall

Felt-October 11, 2010 at Felt
Community Building

Kenton-October 18, 2010 at
Kenton Sr. Citizen Building

Keyes-October 25, 2010 at
City Hall

If you have any question, we
would encourage you to attend
the meetings.

VOT E COMING ON HOUSHOLD
TAX EXEMPTIONS

TOMMY GRAZIER

James and Mary Force pose with a defused 500 pound bomb
they were donating to the Cimarron Heritage Center. Mrs.
Force is the sister of Vivian Hughes, of Boise City.

By C. F. David
James and Mary Force of

Longmont, Colo., were in Boise
City visiting with Mrs. Force’s
sister, Vivian Hughes last week.
While they were here they
planned to make a donation to
the Cimarron Heritage center, a
defused, 500 pound WWII
bomb.

James, who at 22 was a B-
17 pilot over Germany, found the
bomb in a salvage yard several
years ago, and having flown 43
missions recognized it for what
it was. Knowing of Boise City’s
reputation for having been
bombed by a B-17, Force

FORMER B-17 PILOT MAKES DONATION TO THE CIMARRON
HERITAGE CENTER
thought this was the bomb’s
ideal home.

Force flew out of
Molesworth, England for the
303rd Squadron, 359th Wing of
the 8th Army Air Corps.

In about 1995, he was con-
tacted by a representative of
England’s Royal Air Force, and
belatedly awarded a medal for
his service.

Force had a pilot’s license
when the war began and was
first used as a recon pilot in B-
25s.

Force indicated he wished
most of his service to remain as

a cloudy memory, but did recall
when a 1,000 pound bomb failed
to drop.

“It [the bomb] had come part
way back up into the plane. I
had to take the plane down low
enough over the channel that the
crew could pry it out. Our navi-
gation equipment had been de-
stroyed, and we were following
another plane back, and he was
losing pieces of his plane. When
we went down to pry out the
bomb he left us behind, and I
have no idea what ever became
of him. Anyway, I climbed back
(Continued on page 8)


