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BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi  Lo

Tue.  Dec. 21     40  28
Wed.  Dec. 22    33  27
Thurs. Dec. 23   46  28
Fri.     Dec. 24    49  25
Sat.    Dec. 25     45  14
Sun.   Dec. 26     55  22
Mon. Dec. 27     52  24
MARKETS
Wheat  $7.31
Milo   $5.38
Corn  $5.98
 (spot prices subject to change)

BORN ON DEC. 30

DEATHS-PG. 3

ATTENTION!!!

DON MCVAY- 65
MARY ANN

BLACKWELL- 78
RITSON URBAN-48

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
DEC. 30

0039 Titus 10th Roman
emperor (79-81), con-
queror of Jerusalem
1865 Rudyard Kipling
Bombay, author (Jungle
Book, Gunga Din-Nobel
1907)
1867 Simon Guggenheim
philanthropist (died aboard
the Titanic)
1884 Tojo Hideki Japanese
PM during WWII
1911 Jeanette Nolan Los
Angeles CA, actress (Rich-
ard Boone Show, Virginian)
1919
1928 Bo Diddley [Ellas
Bates] Mississippi, rock ‘n’
roll pioneer (Bo Diddley)
1928 Jack Lord New York
NY, actor (Steve
McGarrett-Hawaii 5-0,
God’s Little Acre)
1931 Skeeter Davis [Mary
Penick] Dry Ridge KY,
singer (End of the World)
1932 John Hillerman
Denison TX, actor (Mag-
num PI, Blazing Saddles,
Audrey Rose)
1934 Russ Tamblyn Los
Angeles CA, actor (Twin
Peaks, Tom Thumb, Win
Place or Steal)
1935 Sandy Koufax Dodger
pitcher (Cy Young ’63, ’65,
’66, perfect-1967)
1939 Del Shannon [Charles
Westover] Coopersville
MI, rocker (Runaway)
1945 [David] Davy Jones
Manchester England,
singer/actor (Monkees-
Last Train to Clarksville)
1956 Suzy Bogguss Aledo
IL, singer (I Want to be a
Cowboy’s Sweetheart)
1975 Tiger Woods golfer

1703 Tokyo hit by Earth-
quake; about 37,000 die
1809 Wearing masks at
balls forbidden in Boston
1817 1st coffee planted in
Hawaii (Kona)
1835 After gold discovery
in Georgia, Cherokees are
forced to move across Mis-
sissippi River
1835 HMS Beagle/Charles
Darwin sails from New
Zealand to Sydney
1853 Gadsden Purchase -
45,000 square miles
(120,000 km) by Gila River
from México for $10 mil-
lion; Area is now southern
Arizona & New Mexico
1861 US, banks stops pay-
ments in gold
1873 American Metrologi-
cal Society forms (New
York NY) weights, mea-
sures & money
1938 Electronic television
system patented by V K
Zworykin
1963 “Let’s Make A Deal”
debuts on NBC-TV

The Cimarron County
Chamber of Com-
merce will meet at
noon on Jan. 17 at the
Dairy Queen.

The La Mesa Restaurant will close Friday, Dec. 31. The
owners, Butch and Judy Dunn said they would have had
the restaurant 10 years, next May. “We just decided we
had to close,” Butch said. “We would like to thank ev-
eryone for their patronage.” Asked if there had been any
interest in someone buying or leasing the property, Butch
said there had been some interest.  “Maybe it’ll pick up
after they see it closed,” Dunn shrugged. “I loved it, and
I loved the people,” Judy said. “But we feel like we need
to close. I’ll miss it because I liked the Mexican food,”
she added. The Dunns said that all the recipes will go
with the restaurant, should it sell. According to Norma
Gene Young’s The Tracks We Followed, the La Mesa
started as a small drive-in called The Lunch Box in 1986.
It was owned and operated by Fidelis Pugh and Barbara
Thompson. Due to illness they sold to Alan Schnaufer in
1987. He remodeled, closed the drive-in and ran it, closed
and it stayed closed until being opened in January, 1990,
and closed again in a few months. Fidelis began remodel-
ing it in the fall of 1990, and it reopened in February of
1991. She ran it as a restaurant specializing in Mexican
food, using recipes she learned from Della Casaus, who
had cooked at Trinidad, Colo. And at Della’s in Dalhart,
Texas. The restaurant was then taken over by Roy and
Karen Baker, until the Dunns took over in about 2001.

By C. F. David
The year 2010 seemed to

surprise us each month. Begin-
ning early the number one story
seemed to be of course the bank
robbery. But then a man long
accused of murder was re-
turned to face trial and the
Cimarron River Ranch again
reared its head. And the spring
and summer of 2010 brought
multiple deaths to the roads of
Cimarron County. It was a year
of big news, but the bravery of
one woman, in the defense of
her granddaughter, tragically and
heroically rose to the top.

Those of us who knew
Sharrel Blankenbaker knew her
by the many hats she had worn,
photographer, mother, gardener,
businesswoman, wife, friend,
and grandmother, and finally
HERO.

On Friday night, Aug. 3,
Sharrel put into action what all
of us who are parents and
grandparents hope we could do
if in that situation. Sharrel placed
herself between her grand-
daughter and an armed man, in-
tent on taking the child, and she
paid with her life, while saving
the child.

We will never know what
went wrong that night, why
Gary Don Carter behaved as he
did. But most of us will forever
be convinced that Sharrel and
the lightening quick decision(s)
she made that night were a by-
product of her roots. She was
who she was, and she behaved
as she did, because of the influ-
ence she received from her par-
ents, grandparents, extended
family, and friends in Cimarron
County. Those of us who knew
Sharrel, will every once in a
while receive a start when we
see something that reminds us
of her. And we’ll always be
proud of her actions that night,
and the bar she set high for us
all…protect your own, at all
costs.

FEBRUARY 26

The Heroism of Sharrel Blankenbaker
is the Number One Story of 2010

BANK ROBBERY IS
STORY #2

We were stable in our tran-
quility that Friday in February.
Though businesses had been
robbed in the past, and the bank
in Keyes had been burglarized
in the early 1960s, a Cimarron
County bank had never been
robbed. William Charles Allen
took our innocence and made us
afraid for our children in one fell
swoop. He knew that our first
thought wouldn’t be for some
money in a bag, but for the chil-
dren he threatened to harm. So
the robbery and his initial escape
were smooth. However, Allen
needed money often and after
the third robbery in as many
months, he was caught, wear-
ing pink hair as a disguise. He
recently pleaded to all three rob-
beries and will be sentenced in
2011.

FELIX SEGOVIA
RETURNS IS

STORY #3
The last time Felix Segovia

had been seen in Cimarron
County had been 13 years ago.

He returned in custody in
early March to face charges
that he fatally stabbed one
Cimarron County man and as-
saulted another in 1997. Segovia
has plead not guilty to all charges
and a trial set for early January
2011has been moved to late
March.

PARKER, LAND
COMMISSION

BACK AND FORTH
IS #4

Early in January the School
Land Commission moved
against James and Sam Parker
and the Cimarron River Ranch
near Kenton. The Commission
brought a judgment of more than
one-half million dollars against
the Parkers and the ranch and
indicated they were moving to
take back leased land. The suit
also was to take deeded land

owned by the Parkers.
By April 1, The Boise City

News was reporting that Parker
had turned the tables on the land
commission and Sheriff Keith
Borth by filing suit against them.

By June James Parker and
his wife had more problems with
an eight count indictment from
the IRS implying that the couple
owed back taxes and had made
false statements.

By mid-October, an appeals
court had reversed three of the
four counts in the land office suit,
including the judgment. The suit
has for now, gone back into the
slow moving stream that is the
American Court system.
APPARENT TURN

AROUND AT
CIMARRON

MEMORIAL IS #5
The New Year began with

Cimarron Memorial embroiled
in tax problems.

Along the way, an agreement
has been struck, the hospital is
under management from an
Austin, Texas firm, New Light,
and has one new doctor, with
another coming in 2011, a new
Physician Assistant, a new CEO
and CFO, and plans to begin
advertising for added staff.

FATAL TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS ARE #6
A collision on a country road

in April resulted in the death of
one man, but before spring and
summer, five more died in
Cimarron County and another,
just over the Colorado state line,
brought the total to six on High-
way 287 North alone. In July four
members of a northeast Okla-
homa family died near the Colo-
rado line when they crossed the
center line and hit a semi-trac-
tor-trailer. Later that summer, a
Kerrville, Texas man died when
he struck a pallet just north of
the airport, and one trucker died
just north of the Colorado line
later in the summer.

This 2004 Chevrolet, driven by Shayla Williams, 34, of
Keyes, left the road and overturned twice seven and one-
half miles northeast of Keyes on Highway 56. Kevin
McIntire, Keyes Police Chief responded for Cimarron
County, and Trooper Levi Hill, of Hooker, responded for
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol. According to Hill’s re-
port, the vehicle was eastbound at about 8:56 p.m. on
December 27, 2010, when it went to the north side of the
roadway and rolled two times settling on its wheels.
Seatbelts were equipped, however, Williams was not re-
strained. She was ejected from the vehicle from the pas-
senger side window. She was transferred to the Morton
County Hospital by the Keyes EMS Ambulance and listed
in stable condition with leg and chest injuries. She was
transferred to Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo,
Texas, by Eagle-Med.

2010, A YEAR
OF EVENTS

This year was one of events
and changes that have deeply
affected Cimarron County and
its residents.

The year began with an old
landmark razed and a new na-
tional chain store going up, as
Dollar General found a home on
East Main, on the site of the old
Shamrock station and restaurant.

The year will end with the
news that another longtime busi-
ness is closing when the La
Mesa restaurant turns out its
lights on Dec. 31.

JAN. 2010
* Dollar General begins con-

struction across from the Black
Mesa Shell on East Main.
* The by-pass for Ports-to-

Plains takes shape on the City’s
East side as the project that
wouldn’t be here “anytime soon”
made liars out of prognostica-
tors.
* The Boy Scouts turn 100.
* Ethel Brown celebrates

year 99.
* A $44 dollar gas drive-off

in Campo, Colo. Leads to a tri-
state pursuit that goes through
Boise City and ends peaceably
in Clayton, N.M.
* The school land commis-

sion moves against James and
Sam Parker and the Cimarron
River Ranch with a $564,000
judgment.

* Another pursuit which be-
gan west of Keyes ended in
Sherman County, Just north of
Stratford, Texas.
* Gene Cauley, the former

owner of The Boise City News
reported to a Federal Prison in
Colorado after pleading guilty to
charges of mail fraud.

FEBRUARY
* Generation Energy pitches

its proposed wind farm to
Golden Spread Electric Co-Op-
erative of Amarillo, Texas.
* Cimarron Memorial Hos-

pital reveals it has problems with
the IRS. A looming sales-tax vote
means survival or closing of hos-
pital, county fair, and library.
* Fender-benders abound as

county is covered with snow for
two weeks.
* County received a larger

than usual check from state land
commission; but commissioners
warn that 2011 probably won’t
be a repeat.
* The Axtell family buys

Pup’s Place restaurant, change
name to the Rockin’ A.
* In what is called a cost-

cutting move by the Obama
Administration, the U.S. Coast
Guard closes its LORAN sta-
tion southwest of Felt at the
state line.
* Cimarron County hosts its

stock show.
MARCH

* The Boise City News re-
ports on March 4, of the Friday,

Feb. 26 robbery of The First
State Bank of Boise City. An
unidentified man thought to be
in his 30s entered the bank, bran-
dished a device and threatened
to set bombs off in local schools.
He took a large sum of money,
left the device and drove away.
Agents of the F.B.I., O.S.B.I.
and the state bomb squad re-
sponded as did city and county
officers, and OHP officers. The
schools were evacuated and
searched, no bombs were found
and the device was harmless.
* The BCHS Choir received

a superior at district.
* Felix Segovia is returned to

Cimarron County. Segovia, ac-
cused of the murder of David
Crabtree and assault of Tim
Thrash in 1997 had been ar-
rested in Mexico.
* Cimarron County forms a

Tea Party
* The 10th anniversary of the

Lifestar crash and the death of
Boise City’s Kathy Esparza is
remembered.
* Boise City Church of Christ

gets new minister and wife,
Marlin and Marsha Woods.
* A Kansas driver is stopped

in a routine traffic stop and in-
vestigated and released as pos-
sibly being the Feb. 26 bank rob-
ber.
* The first arrest is made for

a string of burglaries that had
plagued the county for two
weeks.
* Chris Milbern prepared to

attend the Helen Keller Institute
in New York City.
* Second burglar is caught

and charged, both take pleas.
APRIL

* James Parker turns table
on land commission and sheriff
by suing them.
* William Charles Allen is

arrested in Georgia after pulling
a robbery similar to the Feb. 26,
Boise City robbery.  He is

charged with both in addition to
a robbery in Noble, Oklahoma.
* Eta Alpha updates their

Boise City High books
* George Truitt, of Kansas,

loses his life in a traffic accident,
the first of several to die in
Cimarron County this spring and
summer.
* Love’s Truck Stop moves

from its old location on East
Main to the Former Black Mesa
Shell location.

MAY
* Lady ‘Cats Track wins

District and Regionals and
moves to state competition.
* Joanie Washburn and

Kanon White compete at State
in golf.
* The Boise City Choir par-

ticipates in state competition,
winning individual and group
honors.
* Lady ‘Cats track team are

State Champions and win aca-
demic champs with 4.0 aver-
ages.
* County Assessor chal-

lenges free port exemption of
local feed yard.
* Joyce Randolph and

Duane Ferguson are Queen and
Parade Marshall of SFTD.
* Tornadoes dance in, near

and through Cimarron County.
JUNE

Norma Gene Young, former
editor and publisher of The Boise
City News dies.
*  Davante Brown, of Griggs,

gathers boots for Pepper
Ranch.
* Drs Luke and Autumn

Elms graduate from OU Medi-
cal School and move to Florida
for residency.
* James Parker and wife hit

with eight-count indictment of
tax evasion.
* Ray Mason comes as in-

terim Hospital Administrator.
* County deputies find drug

money in dash of speeding auto.

* William Charles Allen is
indicted for bank robbery.
* Dr. Mark VanWormer, af-

ter having lost privilege to prac-
tice medicine in New Mexico
and Texas, applies for Oklahoma
license.

JULY
*A Cimarron County

Sheriff’s vehicle burned after a
domestic assault led to a pursuit
into a wheat field.
* Danny Bass and Jim Bade

run as democrats for Kenneth
Manness’ soon to be vacant
County Commissioner’s seat.
* A Sunray man dies on July

3, east of Kenton in a motor-
cycle wreck.
* Four individuals from near

Tulsa die north of Boise City
near the state line in a head on
with a semi-truck.
* Three teens are arrested

for discharging a firearm inside
Black Mesa State Park.
* Dr. Roger Bombach, of

Pauls Valley, formerly of Boise
City is placed on a ninety day
suspension for an improper re-
lationship while practicing in
Sayre.
* New Light, an Austin,

Texas Company takes over
management of the Cimarron
Memorial Hospital. Jamie
Jacoby is hired as Chief Finan-
cial Officer.
* West Texas Gas closes its

Boise City Office.
* A Kerrville, Texas man dies

just north of the airport in colli-
sion with a pallet.
* One of three youths ar-

rested earlier in the month in
Black Mesa Park is charged
with pointing a weapon.
* A couple is arrested for

being in possession of more than
$800 of marked drug money.

Continued on page 3


