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 TODAY IN HISTORY
JULY 2

BORN ON
JULY 2

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

  We give a a tip of the hat to:

BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi      Lo    Prec

Tues. June 23  92 62
Wed. June 24 95 63
Thur. June 25 98 63
Fri.    June 26  97 64
Sat.   June 27  85 65
Sun.  June 28  87 58
Mon. June 29  93 65
       MARKETS  (Monday)

Wheat       $5.08 bush.
Milo          $2.87 bush.
Corn         $3.57 bush.

(spot prices subject to change)

  We give a dunce cap to:

by Dan Robinson
In the mid 1960’s, Adolph J.

Krehbiel of Clayton, New
Mexico compiled two decades of
avian observations in northeast-
ern New Mexico into a four page
check list.  Al-
though this list is
not based on
sightings in Okla-
homa, it is of par-
ticular interest
due to its close
proximity to the
westernmost ap-
pendage of Okla-
homa, namely,
western Cimar-
ron County.  Krehbiel’s list con-
tained seventeen species which
at the time, had never been ob-
served in Oklahoma.  Since
Krehbiel’s compilation, several of
the seventeen species have been
sighted in Cimarron County and
documented either in writing or
by photographic evidence.  On
April 25th, 2009, another record
fell when a male Hepatic Tana-
ger (Piranga flava) was seen and
subsequently photographed in the
yard of Dan and Melinda
Robinson.  Although a rare
occurance, the new record should
come as no surprise in avian
circles as one male Hepatic
Tanager was spotted and docu-
mented in a shelterbelt north of

CIMARRON COUNTY
DELIVERS ANOTHER
STATE RECORD BIRD:
HEPATIC TANAGER

This male Hepatic Tanager, was photographed this last
April in the yard of Dan and Melinda Robinson, south-
west of Boise City.

the Elkhart Cemetery in Morton
County, Kansas on April 22,
2006.  Records also exist for
the Texas Panhandle and Las
Animas County, Colorado.

Named for its liver-like col-
oration, the male
H e p a t i c
Tanager’s brick
red breast,
brownish orange
wings and tail
feathers, dark bill
and cheek patch,
the tanager is a
standout among
C i m a r r o n
County’s usual

resident bird species.  It is a
native of the desert southwest
and is most commonly seen in
spring and summer in the
United States in southeastern
Arizona eastward to the Trans-
Pecos region of west Texas.
It winters southward to Cen-
tral and South America, as far
south as Argentina.

SOURCES USED:
-”Birds to be looked for in

Black Mesa Country”, John S.
Weske, OOS bulletin Vol 1 #1
May,1968

-“2006 Report of the Kansas
Bird Records Committee” report
# 2006-05

-Jim Arterburn, Tulsa, OK  via
email

Compiled by C.F. David
Oklahoma City Metro tele-

vision stations and newspapers
have been alive with reports of
yet another public official hav-
ing violated the public trust.

Roger Q. Melson, the Audi-
tor for the State Land Commis-
sion has been arrested and
charged with 174 separate inci-
dents of embezzlement.

According to the reports,
Melson, 55, of Edmond, is out
on a bond of $174 thousand, (a
thousand for each charge),
stands accused of taking $1.16
million in royalty payments over
the last five years.

Melson has worked for the
State Land Commission for 21
years.

According to the reports,
Melson’s spokesperson and at-
torney explained that his client
had a gambling addiction and that
only about $23,000 remains of
the royalty money diverted into
Melson’s personal accounts
from 2004 to 2009.

Officials with the land office
are checking to see what
records Melson might have had
access to, since Melson has
claimed that he owned at least
two separate Amarillo, Texas
companies with connections to
the oil and gas industry.

However, officials from both
H&L Operating Co. and the J-
Brex Company deny having
even heard of Melson until about
two weeks ago when calls from
reporters started.

A young woman who identi-
fied herself as Gay, of H&L, told
The Boise City News, that the
company was presently owned
by Gib Brown and Ronnie
Moon, and had been since 1999.

 “It was founded in 1972 by
James Holcomb and Frank
Ladd….H and L, and I’ve been

Land Office Auditor is
Charged with Embezzlement

here since 1980….so I would
have known. It’s crazy,” Gay
said.

H&L, according to county
tax records, paid $231.06 on
$31,000 real appraised property,
in 2008, on a shut in gas well.

H&L has been on the
county’s tax rolls since at least
2002.

Over at the J-Brex Company,
President Jim Brewer said he
and the company, (there are only
five besides him), had never even
heard of Roger Melson until they
received a call from an Oklaho-
man reporter about two weeks
ago.

They said he’d been indicted
and named himself as president
of J-Brex….we said, “noooo,
he’s not.”

J-Brex was founded in 1987,
and Brewer thinks Melson is
connected with a company
named J-Brex Auditing.

According to the Oklahoma
Attorney General’s Office, much
of Melson’s gambling had been
done at nearby Remington Park.

Melson faces one to 20 years
on each count, (that’s from 174
to 3,480 years), plus possible
fines and restitution.

Melson, who once drew a
state salary of more than $67
thousand a year, now works as
a night stocker for Wal-Mart.

The land office’s trust fund,
($1.5 billion), distributed $73.5
million to education institutions in
2008.

The loss became apparent in
April when a delinquency notice
was issued by the land office and
the oil company involved supplied
a cancelled check.

(Information in this compila-
tion was gleaned from The
Edmond Sun, News 9.com and
the Oklahoma Attorney
General’s website.)

Photo and text
By TRAVIS RUIZ
The Guymon Daily Herald

Eighty years is a long time and
for one Guymon man, he put it all
in words.

Well-known business man
Gerald Dixon is releasing his own
book this week, 80 Years of
Mmories in No Man’s Land.

This book tells the story of his
own life. He grew up on a farm
12 miles northwest of Guymon,
attended the one-room school
house, Eula, and graduated from
Guymon High School. After high
school he went on to work at race
tracks, most notably at Ark-sar-
ben in Omaha, Neb.

The book also details his fas-
cinating life as a jockey, owner

of winning race horses, buyer
of several mineral rights and a
real estate broker. Guymon
serves as the heart of the book
as he discusses his experiences
and memories as being a citi-
zen of Guymon for over 60
years. Within the book are tales
of other prominent Guymon
residents as the city progressed
from the 1940’s to the present.

One of Dixon’s most inter-
esting stories is about his court
winning in Colorado over sev-
ered mineral rights. He fired his
high-powered Denver attor-
neys when he found out they
did not know what severed
minerals were. Dixon then rep-
resented himself and won  the
case. By doing that, he made

the Landmark Case Law in
Colorado.

Dixon has a long history in
Guymon and his legacy is con-
tinuing to thrive. His son and
daughter also lie in Guymon, one
in business with him and the
other an employee of Guymon
Public Schools. Dixon also has
two brothers who live in Guy-
mon, John and Oral.

Editor of 80 Years of Memo-
ries in No Man’s Land is Dr.
Pauline Hodges of Beaver,
Okla. She described the book
as one-of-a-kind and interesting.

Dixon explained that the en-
tire book was written over a
period of several years and was
typed on his 1941 Royal type-
writer. Hodges and he complied
the book into what it is today.

“It has a lot about Guymon
and No Man’s Land,” said
Dixon. “You write a book at my
age and it’s for everyone to look
back.”

The cost of the books is $18
and all proceeds go to the No
Man’s Land Historical Society
building fund. If interested in
obtaining a copy, mail $18 along
with $4 for shipping to No
Man’s Land Museum, P.O. Box
278, Goodwell, OK 73939.

Mr. Gerald Dixon proudly shows off his newly released
book, 80 Years of Memories in No Man’s Land, as he sits
next to his 1941 Royal Typewriter. All proceeds from the
book go to the building fund at the No Man’s Land His-
torical Society in Goodwell.

EagleMed Takes
Flight

Air Ambulance Cites
Low Usage as

Reason to Relocate
By TRAVIS RUIZ
The Guymon Daily Herald
reporter2@ptsi.net

The convenience of Guymon
having their own air medical
transport service is something of
the past now that EagleMed an-
nounced they will be relocating
the local aircraft.

The Wichita, Kan. based
company announced that the
move would take effect imme-
diately.

The C-90 KingAir aircraft’s
new home will be at an an un-
disclosed location in Southwest
Kan.

The C-90 KingAir aircraft is
currently located at the Guymon
Municipal Airport where it has
been stationed since EagleMed
got the blessing of the Airport
Board and opened a local base
in April 1, 2008.

“It’s one of the best things that
Guymon has had,” said Ivan
Clark, Guymon’s Public Works
Director. “It’s now one of the
saddest things to happen.”

The decision was based on
referral pattern and length out of
hospital time. According to
sources, the aircraft needed to
transport at least 25 patients a
month to “break even.” There
have been several months
where that quota was not made.

EagleMed says it will continue
to serve the Oklahoma and
Texas panhandles with the
KingAir fixed wing aircraft. They
also plan to continue to honor all
memberships purchased locally
which offer a discounted trans-
port.

A statement issued by
EagleMed read, “The City of
Guymon, Guymon EMS & Fire,
Memorial Hospital of Texas Co.
and Guymon Municipal Airport
have all been outstanding and
EagleMed would like to thank
them for their past and contin-
ued support.”Sheila Blankenship

The Hooker Advance
The American Cancer Soci-

ety Relay For Life of Texas
County continues to raise funds
to fight cancer by asking OU
fans and OSU fans to put their
money where their loyalty is.

Orange and crimson contain-
ers are collecting loose change,
folding money and checks to
determine whose fight song will
proclaim the opening ceremo-
nies at the 2009 Relay For Life

at 8 p.m. Friday, July 24 at
McKinnon Stadium in Guymon.

As of June 22, OSU held a
commanding lead in the contest
with $168.67 for “Ride’m Cow-
boys” vs. just $53.06 for
“Boomer Sooners.” Penny votes
will be collected until 7 p.m. July
24 at the Relay For Life.

OU and OSU fans can help
fight cancer and uphold their
school’s honor by donating to the
crimson or orange containers
located at United Discount
Drug, Shear Perfection, Braum’s
and The Guymon Daily Herald
in Guymon; The First National
Bank of Hooker, The Hooker
Advance and Mr. Burger in
Hooker; The First National
Bank of Texhoma in Guymon,
Goodwell and Texhoma; and
The Boise City News in Boise
City.

Checks to the American Can-
cer Society supporting OU or
OSU may also be mailed to Re-
lay For Life of Texas County,
P.O. Box 365, Hooker, OK
73945-0365.

All proceeds of the fund-
raiser go directly to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society to continue
the fight against cancer through
research, education and advo-
cacy efforts plus direct-to-pa-
tient services.

The 14th annual ACS Relay
For Life of Texas County will be
held from 7 p.m. Friday, July 24
to 7 a.m. Saturday, July 25 in
Guymon to celebrate a year of
fund-raisng, honor cancer survi-
vors, remember loved ones lost
to cancer and involve individu-
als, families, businesses, clubs
and communities in the fight
against cancer.

For more information on the Relay
For Life of Texas County, interested
persons may contact event chair, Maria
Chavez at 806-979-0172 or
maria_chavez60@yahoo.com; or co-
chair Laurie Gallegos at
laurie_gallegos@seaboardfoods.com.

For information on American Can-
cer Society services and cancer treat-
ments and support programs, visit
www.cancer.org or call 1-800-ACS-
2345.

Cancer Relay Raising Money with
Cowboy, Sooner Loyalty

CIMARRON
COUNTY JAIL

BLOTTER

JACK LIVINGSTON-70

1881: President James A.
Garfield, waiting for a train
in Washington, D.C., is shot
by Charles Guiteau, a frus-
trated office-seeker.
Garfield dies of his wounds
on September 19.
1889: To regulate commer-
cial trusts and monopolies,
Congress passes the
Sherman Antitrust Act,
which outlaws any “combi-
nation or conspiracy in re-
straint of trade.”
1937: Pioneer aviator
Amelia Earhart and naviga-
tor Frederick J. Noonan
disappear without a trace in
the South Pacific while at-
tempting to fly around the
world.
1961: Writer Ernest
Hemingway commits sui-
cide in Ketchum, Idaho, at
the age of 61.
1964: President Lyndon
Johnson signs the Civil
Rights Act, which prohibits
segregation and discrimina-
tion based on sex, race,
color, religion or national
origin.

Hermann Hesse, novelist
and poet (1877)
Hans Bethe, physicist

(1906)
Thurgood Marshall, lawyer
and Supreme Court justice
(1908)
Wislawa Szymborska, poet
(1923)
Patrice Lumumba, Congo-
lese nationalist (1925)
Medgar Evers, civil rights
activist (1925)
Richard Petty, Stock Car
Legend (1937)

My reading of history con-
vinces me that most bad
government results from
too much government.
Thomas Jefferson

The U.S. House
of Representa-
tives for their
passage of the
“Cap and Trade
Bill”. They are

so inspired by President
Obama’s cure for the so-
cial ill that they don’t see
they will be making their
nation a third world coun-
try.

Don Scearce
for all his hard
work, and to
Wilma from
the OPA in

making our new look
possible.

6-28
Migual Diaz-Perez- No
driver’s license, imped-
ing traffic.

Heritage
Center
Wants
Their
Dinosaur
Back

There is no distinctly na-
tive American criminal
class...save Congress.
— Mark Twain

The Cimarron Heri-
tage Center wants their
sign back. The dinosaur
crossing sign, just north
of the museum has been
taken, possibly by a teen
looking for a souvenir.

CHC Curator, Jody
Risley explained that it
was apparent that the
post on which the sign
was bolted, had been
pushed over to make the
signaping easier.

“The Dinosaur sign
from north of Cimarron
Heritage Center Mu-
seum has been missing
for a spell, and we know
it is some teenager’s
room, possibly with plans
on it going to a college
dorm room in a few
weeks. We would appre-
ciate it being returned to
the museum, with no
questions asked,” Risley
said.

“If it’s not returned by
July 6, we will turn it over
to the Sheriff’s Dept. for
investigation. So if you
know where it is encour-
age the person(s) to re-
turn it to the owner, CHC
museum,” she added. 

This isn’t the first time
the sign has been taken,
and it was lost once to
damage due to a collision
with a vehicle.


