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BOISE CITY WEATHER
           Hi  Lo Prec

Tues. May 25  79  35
Wed. May 26  78  58
Thur. May 27  86  56
Fri. May 28    88  58
Sat. May 29    90  57
Sun. May 30   78  53
Mon.May 31  N/A
MARKETS
Wheat      $ 3.79
Milo      $2.76
Corn      $3.24
 (spot prices subject to change)

DEATHS-PG. 3
NORMA GENE YOUNG-85
VELDA MAPELLI-84
DUANE LINDLY- 92
BORN ON JUNE 3

1761 Henry Scrapnel En-
glish inventor (shrapnel
shell)
1808 Jefferson Davis Ky,
Pres of Confederate States
of America (1861-5)
1864 Ransom Eli Olds auto
(Oldsmobile) & truck
(REO) manufacturer
1865 George V king of En-
gland (1910-36)
1925 Tony Curtis [Bernard
Schwartz], actor (Some Like
It Hot, Trapeze)
1950 Suzi Quatro Detroit,
singer (Stumblin’ In)/ac-
tress (Happy Days)
1951 Christopher Cross
Texas, singer (Sailing)

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
JUNE 3

1539 Hernando De Soto
claims Florida for Spain
1621 Dutch West India
Company receives charter
for “New Netherlands”
1918 Supreme Court rules
child labor laws unconstitu-
tional
1929 1st trade show at At-
lantic City Convention Cen-
ter (electric light)
1949 1st negro to graduate
from US Naval Academy
(Wesley Anthony Brown)
1949 Dragnet is 1st broad-
cast on radio (KFI in Los
Angeles)
1959 1st US Air Force Acad-
emy graduation
1964 Rolling Stones begin
1st US tour (with Bobby
Goldsboro & Bobby Vee)
1976 Queen’s Bhoemian
Rhapsody goes gold
1976 US presented with old-
est known copy of Magna
Carta
1989 Chinese troops kill
hundred of pro-democracy
students in Beijing
1989 Country singer Rebe
McEntire weds her manager
Narvel Blackstone
1989 Troops in China shoot
& kill 100s of students dem-
onstrating for democracy in
Tiananmen Square, Beijing

  We give a tip of
the hat to: The
veterans, living
and dead who have

shed their blood for our free-
dom. And to the veterans who
honored them Sunday.

By C.F. David
Norma Gene Young’s name

had been linked to The Boise City
News for 80 years when she
stopped writing an occasional
column in, I believe, 2006. She
was, as long as she had a byline
at least…The Boise City News.

When I took over as editor in
2002, I moved her column from
the front page to the inside. I got
a lot of complaints…none of
them from Norma Gene. As a
newswoman she understood, and
even called asking if I wanted her
to continue writing. I told her as
long as she had something to say
she was always welcome, and
she quite often had an opinion and
something to say.

As anyone who ever read her
column knows, Norma Gene
hated Elvis and Rock and Roll, in
no particular order. She never told
me, but I saw her as liking Jazz,
and Big Band, because she of-
ten quoted Steve Allen’s disdain
for Rock and Roll.

And though she never wrote
about it in her columns, and I
never saw her smoke in public;
she loved her cigarettes.

She and her daughters and
granddaughters had playful ways
of teasing…and she often shared
it with us in her column, named
“Ramblings”.

I believe it was her daughters
Christy and Laura that compared
her to the crusty cartoon charac-
ter, Maxine.  Maxine usually has
a cup of coffee in one hand and
a cigarette in another, and always
speaks her mind. (I never had the
nerve to tell Norma Gene that I
saw a similarity).

Her granddaughters, (accord-
ing to Norma Gene’s columns),
would come to visit and hide toy
dinosaurs throughout the house.
It was her job to find them all,
quite often by accident.

Norma Gene wrote and self-
published several books, the most
famous being, “Not a Stop Light
in the County”; others were “She
Said What?”, “Still Not a Stop-
light in the County” and local his-
tory in “The Tracks We Fol-
lowed” and “Footsteps”. I believe

Goodbye Norma Gene; You Weren’t a Candle inthe Wind, You Were a Beacon

NORMA GENE YOUNG, PUBLISHER EMERITUS, 1926-2010
that it was “Tracks” that
Norma Gene donated its pro-
ceeds and her ultimate dinosaur
resulted. Cimmie, the large
steel sculpture just north of the
Cimarron Heritage Center is
the outcome.

For a couple of years,
Norma Gene and I swapped
books, since we loved to read.
She liked history, especially
about the west and the Pan-
handle in particular.

She was, when I had a tough
article to write, one of my
sounding boards, and as a
former owner of The Boise
City News, she was an impor-
tant one. She read more than
one of my articles and editori-
als, made suggestions, and
never said walk away. Once
when I thought an article might
lead to a lawsuit I asked if she
would cover it for the paper, be-
cause I knew she could be fair
and balanced. She declined but
had some suggestions for who
might. I thanked her each time
she read an article and gave
suggestions, but always felt that
I was inadequate when I told
her how much I appreciated
her feed-back.

Norma Gene often used her
column to defend the honor of
Cimarron County and Boise
City.

I’m not sure but I think it
was Norma Gene who took
then Lt. Gov. George Neigh to
task for having said that “OHP
Troopers were sent to Cimar-
ron County as punishment.”
After rough treatment in The
Boise City News, Neigh even-
tually had to travel to Boise City
and eat crow, (chicken).

Norma Gene often used her
“Ramblings” column to set
people straight about Boise
City, Cimarron County and the
nation she loved. She also took
to task, Rock-n-Roll, and the
decline that was, (in her opin-
ion), American television,
(OETA being the exception).
She also liked to use quotes sent
to her by her reading fans.

Sometime after 2002 when

I took over editorship of The
Boise City News, She wrote:

“Recently I was in the
Kenton Mercantile and
Allan Griggs introduced me
to a woman from Guymon.
We chatted a bit, and even-
tually she asked where I
was from.   I told her Boise
City, and she said something
like “Oh, I’m sorry” or
“That’s too bad” or some-
thing like that.   Just as I
had my mouth open to re-
ply that it is a pretty good
place; we don’t have any
hog farms around here,
somebody across the room
yelled something at me and
I didn’t have time to answer
her.   I truly meant to get
back to her and let her know
she had made a bad mistake
to insult my hometown, but
things kept happening and
soon she left.

The woman will probably
not be reading this.   (She
probably CAN’T read)   But
if she happens to hear about
it, here is my warning:
“Lady (I use that term
loosely) stay out of my
space.   We don’t want you
in Cimarron County.”   I un-
derstood that at that mo-
ment she was a tour guide
for a busload of people from
(I think) Missouri.   My
question is: if Guymon is
such a great place, why was
she in Cimarron County?

John Wiggins, who grew
up in Keyes, works for a
computer company in Dal-
las, and I don’t know if his
bosses know just how much
time he spends sending
stuff to his friends.   He sent
me this, but don’t tell Xerox
on him.   “You read about
all those terrorists, most of
them came here legally, but
they hang around on ex-
pired visas, some for as
long as 10 years.   Now, com-
pare that to Blockbuster.
You’re two days late with a
video and these people are
all over you.   Let’s put
Blockbuster in charge of
immigration!”

The time has come for
everyone in America to
take a stand against the vio-
lence and uninhibited sexu-
ality that Hollywood offers
on television.   Edmund
Burke, British writer and
philosopher, wrote many
years ago, “All that is
needed for evil to triumph
is for good men to do noth-
ing.”   Cardinal William
Keeler of Baltimore said in
an interview, “All people
who passively accept what
they get from the media and
don’t complain when they
see, read, or hear things of
which they do not approve
add to the problem.”

If you agree with these
statements, send a donation
to Parents Television
Council, P.O. Box 7802,
Burbank, California 91510-
9817. This is the organiza-
tion that was headed by
Steve Allen before his death
last year. Send them a few
bucks in his name.”

This column brought a re-
tort from the “woman” that ran
in the Voice of the People in
the Boise City News:

“Dear Editor,
Norma Gene Young men-

tioned me in her
“Ramblings” column of the
June 26th newspaper. She
asked several questions and
I thought maybe she would
like those answered.  It was
me that she met at the Ken-
ton Merc, Melyn Johnson.
I am Convention and Tour-
ism Director for the City of
Guymon.  And I am sorry
my “humor” was taken
poorly.

Yes, I brought a bus
group of people to spend the
day in Kenton.  That spe-
cific group who unloaded off
the bus came from (not

Missouri) Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York, Penn-
sylvania, Florida, Alabama,
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri,
Texas, and California.  You can
find the tour at
www.countrytours.com as the
Southwest Experience.  Typi-
cally I bring five to six groups
a year to Kenton where they
are treated with the greatest
of hospitality.  The Apple fam-
ily and their friends who help
to feed and entertain the group
are always kind and consider-
ate.

Why do I bring the groups
to Kenton? Because I know
that it is one of the most beau-
tiful places in Oklahoma and
the history of the area is phe-
nomenal.  Because I know
Marsha and Allan, Jane and
Bob, and Mrs. Labrier always
treat the guests I bring well.
They share their western way
of life with people who appre-
ciate it.  These Kenton folks
also understand the economic
impact a bus group has to the
area.  An average of $4,000 -
$5,000 is spent per day by a
bus group.  When some of that
money is left in Cimarron,
Texas, and Beaver Counties I
feel like it is positive for all of
us.

Guymon has been very suc-
cessful in their hosting of
meetings and conferences that
bring people from all over the
state to town.  When we do, we
like to show off the whole Pan-
handle because we find that
the majority of “downstaters”
have not visited us.  We try to
promote our region, not just
our town.  For example, when
the Oklahoma Conference of
Mayors comes to Guymon this
month, an extra day has been
offered to the attendees to visit
Kenton.  This is promoted and
hosted by the Guymon Con-
vention and Tourism Depart-
ment and Guymon’s Mayor
Jess Nelson.

Personally, Mrs. Young, I
have bought and read one of
your books.  I also encourage
the people who come in to
Kenton to take a look when
they’re at the Merc of the
books on local lore.  My hope
has been that they buy one and
take it home with them.  That
way they can remember the
fine hospitality and friendliness
shown to them in the Oklahoma
Panhandle.

Sincerely,
Melyn Johnson
Guymon Convention and

Tourism Director”

******
Not one to be denied the last

word, Norma Gene shot back
to the Voice of the People:

“If I was in Guymon and
hired to guide a group of
people to see interesting
places, I would certainly
take them to Kenton, but
enroute I would visit the
museum in Goodwell and
my next stop would be Ci-
marron Heritage Center in
Boise City. It is one of the
best museums in the South-
west—especially in a town
of this size—and both mu-
seums would be appreci-
ated by anyone anxious to
learn about the West.

It is obvious to a few
people here why Melyn
Johnson is unhappy with
this part of the county. She
guided two groups to a
ranch near here without
asking permission to come
on the land, and was in-
sulted when she was told to
not appear there again with-
out permission. Her an-
swering letter to the owner
was crude and offensive.

Johnson is blaming my
remarks on the fact that I
have no sense of humor. I
do have about some things,
but not about my feelings for
my hometown or my grey
hair. So lay off, Johnson.
Come on to Kenton and
spend some of that “$4,000
to $5,000 a day”. More
power to those Kentonites.
They have many fascinating
things to see in that vicin-
ity.

Norma Gene Young”
She loved her Cimarron

County; after all she had at-
tended both West Texas State
at Canyon, Texas and New
York University in New York
City, and she came back. The
county and its history, instilled
in her by her father, ran through
her veins. In the front of the
original “Stoplight” she wrote:

“ C I M A R R O N
COUNTY IS UNIQUE!

There’s not a stop light
in the county.

There are 3,070 counties
in the United States, but
only one of them-Cimarron
County-touches four states
other than its own: Colo-
rado, New Mexico, Texas
and Kansas.

Cimarron is a Mexican
word derived from the
Apache language, meaning
“wanderer”. It was first ap

Norma Gene, at left and her best friend, Ellis Marie
Adee, (now Ward), stand in a bomb crater left July 5,
1943, at the back wall of the Baptist Church when the
Army Air Corps bombed Boise City, one of three U.S.
towns bombed by the Army Air Corps during WWII.

(Continued on page 6)

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

5-26
Salvador Rascon- No
driver’s license.
Billy Berrera- Warrant.

5-29
Brian Edward Tribble-
Speeding, no seatbelt, driv-
ing under the influence of
drugs possession of a con-
trolled dangerous sub-
stance, possession of para-
phernalia, held on a bond of
$8,000.

ATTENTION!!

This tornado came down at about 7:15 Monday evening
just over the Colorado state line south of Campo. It
crossed into Cimarron County, traveled over open coun-
try northwest of Keyes, and into Northwestern Texas
County. Any damage done is unknown at this time. photo
by Dep. Derek Kincannon

The deadline for property
owner Antelope Applica-
tions is June 4. To apply
on-line go to
www.wildlifedepartment.com


