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BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi  Lo  rn

Tue.  Jan. 18     59  28
Wed.  Jan. 19    43  19
Thurs. Jan. 20   31  09  .04
Fri.     Jan. 21   46  18
Sat.     Jan. 22   58  19
Sun.   Jan. 23    48  22
Mon. Jan. 24     40  15
MARKETS
Wheat  $
Milo   $
Corn  $
 (spot prices subject to change)

BORN ON JAN. 27

DEATHS-PG. 3

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
JAN. 27

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

THIS DAY IN MUSIC

ROBERT MATHEWS-84
JERRY GARRISON-25
VICKIE TAYLOR-88
JACK WILLIAMS-90

1756 Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart Austria, musical
prodigy/composer (Figaro)
1828 Louis Schubert com-
poser
1832 Lewis Carroll
[Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson], author (Alice in
Wonderland)
1834 Dmitri Mendeleev
chemist (discovered peri-
odic table of the elements)
1900 Hyman G Rickover
US Admiral (father of mod-
ern nuclear navy)
1919 David Seville [Ross
Bagdasarian], Fresno CA,
(Alvin & Chipmunks)

1785 1st US state univer-
sity chartered, Athens GA
1870 After accepting 15th
amendment, Virginia is re-
admitted to Union
1880 Thomas Edison pat-
ents electric incandescent
lamp
1927 Harlem Globetrotters
play their 1st game
1943 1st US air attack on
Germany (Wilhelmshafen)
1948 1st tape recorder sold
1951 US begins 126
nuclear tests at Nevada
Test Site
1967 Apollo 1 fire kills as-
tronauts Grissom, White &
Chaffee
1973 US & Vietnam sign
cease-fire, ending longest
US war & military draft

1-23
Orlando Davilla- posses-
sion of marijuana and para-
phernalia.

1956, Elvis Presley’s
single, ‘Heartbreak Hotel’
was released by RCA
Records, who had just pur-
chased Presley’s contract
from Sun Records for
$35,000. The song sold
300,000 copies in its first
week and would eventually
sell over a million, becom-
ing Elvis’ first Gold record.
1958, Little Richard en-
tered The Oakwood Theo-
logical College in Hunts-
ville, where he was or-
dained as a seventh day
Adventist Minister.
1962, The Beatles ap-
peared at Aintree Institute
in Aintree, Liverpool. The
group had played here
many times before but this
was their last performance
at the venue. Brian Epstein
became infuriated when
the promoter paid The
Beatles’ fee (£15 pounds)
with handfuls of loose
change. Epstein took this
as an insult to the group,
and made sure that The
Beatles never played for
that promoter (Brian Kelly)
again.
1968, The Bee Gees made
their live debut in the US
when they played at the
Anaheim Centre, Califor-
nia.

LOAF-N-JUG GIVES BACK

Loaf-N-Jug’s District Manager, Robert Gump, makes a
presentation to the Soutar Memorial Library last Wednes-
day.

The Boise City Christian Church’s Minister, David
Massey, reads to the children during the Loaf-N-Jug pre-
sentation.

By C.F. David
(I traveled to Oklahoma

City with the intention of at-
tending hearings on Thurs-
day Jan. 20 about service
charges by West Texas Gas,
and Clean Line Energy’s ap-
plication for utility status. I
woke up Thursday morning
with 1/8 inch of ice on my car
windows and mechanical
problems. After repeated
unanswered calls to the capi-
tal building, I assumed every-
one had stayed home. I was
wrong. The meetings were
held and attended; just not
by me. My apologies-Ed.)

The Administrative Law
Judge hearing the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission’s Pub-
lic Utility Division’s, cause of the
purchased gas adjustment cause
has agreed and taken to review
complaints against West Texas
Gas’ fuel delivery charges.

Representative Gus
Blackwell and Corp. Comm.
Public Information Officer Matt
Skinner explained that WTG is
not a gas production company,
but instead a fuel delivery com-
pany. In that capacity, and by
Oklahoma law, the company
cannot charge anymore for the
fuel than what they paid for it.
The company’s profit comes
with a fuel delivery charge, a fig-
ure that in some instances in the
past has been seventy percent
of the cost of the fuel. (In De-
cember my home used about
$43 in fuel. The delivery charge
was $50 or slightly more-Ed.)

Blackwell said he received
42 calls to his office the first
month after WTG raised their
delivery charges, and had re-

ceived 12 this month.
(In the first month at least one

Boise City business saw its fuel
bill go from $200 to $600, al-
though it has never peaked that
high again.)

“They, (the Corp. Comm.),
will go back and look to see if it
is within the tariff,” (allowed),
Blackwell said.

Blackwell also explained that
several Cimarron County citi-
zens had friends and family liv-
ing outside the county yet served
by WTG, who had never seen
that level of a rise on their bill.

Another source of irritation
with county customers is that
with the higher bills, WTG made
the decision to take their pres-
ence out of the county, close the
office and hire another employee
in Stratford, Texas to do the job.

Skinner told The Boise City
News that while an Administra-
tive Law Judge cannot make
law, they can make yes or no
recommendations to the Corpo-
ration Commission.

Part of the need for the high
fuel delivery charges Skinner
explained was due in part to the
unaccounted loss of fuel gas. He
continued that the loss, due in
part to the inherent problems of
maintaining long transmission
lines with unavoidable leaks
mean that some of that loss will
be passed on to the
customer(s).

The judge will make her rec-
ommendations to the Corpora-
tion Commission at a later date,
but some in the know that her
taking it under advisement sig-
nals that she will recommend
some kind of downward adjust-
ment.

By C.F. David
According to Matt Skin-

ner, Public Information Of-
ficer for the Oklahoma Com-
merce Commission, the
hearing on granting Clean
Line Energy Utility status in
Oklahoma has been contin-
ued to March 1-3.

The application had been
opposed among others, by
Oklahoma Gas and Electric.

The company is planning
a delivery line from near
Hitchland, Texas to Mem-
phis, Tenn., and utility status
is desired because eminent
domain would very likely be
needed and used so that the
line(s) could move the wind-
powered electricity with the
cheapest investment.

However, OG&E, along
with others have signed off
on a settlement with Clean
Line. OG&E’s most obvious
objection was for the utility
status since if Clean Line
obtained such status OG&E
would have more competi-
tion.

In the settlement, Clean
Line agreed to among other
things; A. To obtain all envi-
ronmental and other permits
required; B. Operate facili-
ties in accordance with
NERC and regional require-
ments; provide annual re-
ports to the Public Utility
Division; C. Notify the PUD
of any connection of Clean
Line to the Southwest
Power Pool.

With these stipulations the
commission could decide
that it is in the public interest
that Clean Line be a utility
with Clean Line and prop-
erty owners reserving rights
under the law.

Further stipulations were
made involving private prop-
erty, pointing out that issues
involving private property
were not under the
commission’s jurisdiction but
instead under the Oklahoma
courts.

By this Clean Line has
agreed to abide by the Land-
owners code of conduct, and
further obligates them when
negotiating reasonable
settlements for rights-of-
way, offering reasonable
easement agreement with at
least two options, a one-time
up front with annual pay-

Clean Line Hearing Continued to March 1-3
ments when the line goes into ser-
vice, or one that provides a single
payment; that if the two are able to
reach an agreement on the kind of
easement agreement but not the
compensation Clean Line will enter
binding arbitration before seeking
other possible remedies. (This docu-
ment may be seen on-line at: http://
imaging .occeweb.com/AP/
CaseFiles/02FDF0BC.pdf )

LOCALS VOCAL IN
OPPOSITION TO CLEAN LINE

Some locals, led by Mrs. Dallas
Meyer, a Texas County rancher, met
with the Cimarron County Commis-
sion on Monday Morning.  Mrs.
Meyer told The Boise City News
that she and her husband had been
successful in getting the Texas
County Commissioners to withdraw
their support for Clean Line obtain-
ing Utility status and she hoped to
do the same with the Cimarron
County Commission.

Meyer told the commission that
her concern began with an article
she read in a Woodward paper last
summer about a man whose prop-
erty had been rendered useless by
transmission lines.

County Commissioner John
Freeman pointed out that any prob-
lems around Woodward were with
OG&E lines, not Clean Line.

Meyer agreed but insisted she
was suspicious of Clean Line, she
added that radiated lines spreading
all over property is what happens
when a company has utility status
with the right to eminent domain.

She then read Article 23 of The
Oklahoma State Constitution, ex-
plaining the rights of property own-
ers.

Meyer referred to eminent do-
main as “coming in the back door”
and reiterated that she and the oth-
ers present were against it.

Commissioner Freeman told the
group that eminent domain was a
tool needed by all utilities in order to
secure funding, since anyone think-
ing of loaning money would need to
know that the line wouldn’t be held
up with inability to obtain right-
away.

“Do you have any idea what the
economy is like in Cimarron
County?” Freeman asked “We
can’t wait 15 or 20 years out here.”

He added that Cimarron County
was in dire straits, that one school
was closing due to a tax-base law-
suit and that wind energy was the
county’s best chance at economic
development.

Meyer answered that the utility
needed to have funding in place so

that eminent domain wasn’t
necessary, that she wanted land-
owners to be able to negotiate
their price.

“I know we need transmis-
sion lines for wind power.”

“My price is my economic
development,” she explained.

“I’m concerned about my
Constutional rights.”

“Before you condemn them
talk to them,” Freeman said.

Meyer then said that she had
talked to them through the
Southern Great Plains Property
Rights Coalition of which she
was a former board member.

Freeman responded that that
group had signed off on the
settlement of Nov. 24.

In passing, Meyer threw in
two off hand statements about
Clean Line, the first that the
company was under investiga-
tion in New York, for hedge
funds.

Robert White, a Cimarron
County landowner and unpaid
consultant for The Boise City
News, said his research shows
that Clean Line investors aren’t
under indictment, but rather the
Security and Exchange Com-
mission questioned them about
the possible insider trading of
other parties.

The second remark was that
Clean Line’s owner had been
born in Baghdad, (Iraq), this is
true. According to what The
Boise City News has been able
to learn, Selim Zilkha, was born
in Iraq…his family is Jewish,
established there when King
Nebuchadnezzar brought Jews
from Jerusalem to Babylonia,
and his forebears stayed when
most returned years later.

The Zilkhas left Iraq in the
mid-20th century, by way of
Lebanon and Egypt. Selim is an
American citizen and served, in
1945, in the U.S. Army.

He and his son Michael, age
48, created a start-up oil explo-
ration company in Houston and
turned it into the company with
the most successful drill rate in
the history of the Gulf of Mexico.
The company is now part of the
El Paso Corporation, of which
Zilkha is a major stockholder.

Son Michael, does however,
play his cards close to the vest,
and refuses all interviews about
Zilkha Renewable Energy, a bio-
mass company. (there is a
website however.)

(Developing)

Boise City FFA Stands and Delivers!
Members of the Boise City FFA Chapter traveled to
Fairview, Oklahoma to participate in the stand and de-
liver workshop. Members received training on writing
speeches, choosing topics, and stepping outside of their
comfort zone. Members also had the opportunity to meet
fellow FFA members from other chapters. The confer-
ence helps to prepare for the upcoming speech season
which will kick off in April. Members in attendance were
Evan Thornton, Frank Twombly, Cabe Embry, Rebecca
Milbern, Rhianoon Toon, Kayla Mizer, and Megan
Trantham.

Goodwell—Oklahoma
Panhandle State Univer-
sity president Dr. Dave
Bryant announced today
that Jon Lyles has accepted
the position of head foot-
ball coach. Lyles, 34, has
coached for 11 years and
has enjoyed success at the
high school, collegiate and
arena league levels.

Lyles replaces Mike
Wyatt who passed away in
December, shortly after
completing his fourth sea-
son as the head coach of
the Aggies.

A Texan from Arp
(near Tyler), Lyles is a 1999
graduate of OPSU where
he received his BS degree
in Health, Physical Educa-
tion and Recreation and he
also completed his Masters
degree at West Texas

Jon Lyles Named Head Football Coach at
Oklahoma Panhandle State, Goodwell

JON LYLES
by Scott Puryear, Sports
Information Director

A&M University in Canyon in 2004.
Lyles began his coaching career

at OPSU in 1999 and served two
years as an assistant before mov-
ing on to coach the wide receivers
at Guymon High School for a year.
He then moved on to West Texas
A&M to do his graduate work while
also serving as a graduate assistant
there, handling the wide receivers
in 2002 and 2003.

For the next several years, Lyles
succe tball, and in 2008 was named
Arena Football 2 Assistant Coach
of the Year. In 2010 as the head
coach of the Amarillo Venom, he
guided the team to a 12-4 record
and a berth in the conference semi-
finals.

Prior to accepting the position
with OPSU, Lyles was serving as
the Associate Head Coach/Offen-
sive Coordinator and Director of
Football Operations for the New
Orleans VooDoo arena football
team.

An excellent athlete, Lyles
starred in both football and baseball
at Arp High School as well as with
the Aggies. At OPSU as a wide
receiver, he had career numbers of
over 170 receptions, 2,400 receiv-
ing yards, and 20 touchdowns. Per-
forming on the baseball diamond for
th st Valuable Player as a senior in
1999 when he led the team in bat-
ting average, stolen bases, and on-
base percentage.

Lyles also played professional

football with the Shreveport-
Bossier City Battlewings (in
2001), and the Louisiana Rang-
ers (2002) of the Indoor Foot-
ball League.

Bryant said, “Jon Lyles has
the coaching experience, matu-
rity, and familiarity with OPSU
to continue to enhance the posi-
tive football program developed
by the late Mike Wyatt.”

The Aggies were 6-5 in the
2010 campai ill be returning from
that squad. At present, the team
members are working on con-
ditioning in preparation for spring
football drills.

Lyles said, “I’m over-
whelmed with emotion right
now and I’m very glad to be
coming back to OPSU. I’m get-
ting everything into perspective
and very much looking forward
to it.”

The appointment of Lyles is
contingent upon the approval of
the Oklahoma A&M Board of
Regents.

On Friday, February 11, Lyles
will be on the OPSU campus for
a “Meet the Coach&q will be
held at 6:00 p.m. in the OPSU
Ballroom located inside the Stu-
dent Union Building.

GO AGGIES!!!


