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BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi  Lo  rn

Tue.  Mar. 15     66  36
Wed.  Mar. 16    82  30
Thurs. Mar. 17   74  40
Fri.     Mar. 18    60  31
Sat.     Mar. 19    72  34
Sun.   Mar. 20    79  37
Mon. Mar. 21    82  33
MARKETS
Wheat  $7.30
Milo   $6.02
Corn  $6.59
 (spot prices subject to change)

THIS DAY IN MUSIC

SOMETHING TO THINK
ABOUT

BORN ON MARCH 24

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
MARCH  24

1887 Roscoe “Fatty”
Arbuckle Smith Center KS,
actor (Keystone comedies)
1898 Dorothy Stratton or-
ganizer (SPARS-women’s
branch of US Coast Guard)
1902 Thomas E Dewey
Ohio, 1st Catholic Presi-
dential candidate 1944,
1948 (R)
1909 Clyde Barrow bank
robber (of Bonnie & Clyde
fame)
1910 Richard Conte Jersey
City NJ, actor (Four Just
Men, 13 Rue Madeleine,
Hotel, Jean Arthur Show)
1911 Joseph Barbera ani-
mator (Hanna-Barbera)
1920 Gene Nelson [Berg],
Seattle WA, actor (Tea For
2, Oklahoma)
1924 Norman Fell Philadel-
phia PA, actor (Mr Roper-
3’s Company, The End,
Graduate)
1930 Steve McQueen
Slater MO, actor (Wanted,
Dead or Alive, Blob,
Bullitt)

1832 Mormon Joseph
Smith beaten, tarred &
feathered in Ohio
1837 Canada gives blacks
the right to vote
1883 1st telephone call be-
tween New York & Chicago
1890 Start of Sherlock
Holmes “The Adventure of
Wisteria Lodge” (BG)
1898 1st automobile sold
1906 “Census of the Brit-
ish Empire” shows England
rules 1/5 of the world
1944 In occupied Rome,
Nazis executed more than
300 civilians
1953 US performs nuclear
test at Nevada Test Site
1960 US appeals court
rules novel, “Lady
Chatterly’s Lover”, not
obscene
1973 Harley Race beats
Dory Funk Jr in Kansas
City, to become NWA cham-
pion
1989 Worst US oil spill,
Exxon’s Valdez spills 11.3
million gallons off Alaska

We give a tip
of the hat to:

1945, Billboard published
the first US LP chart. Nat
King Cole was at No.1 with
‘A Collection Of
Favourites.’
1958, At 6.35am, Elvis
Presley reported to the
Memphis draft board. From
there Elvis and twelve
other recruits were taken
by bus to Kennedy Veter-
ans Memorial Hospital
where the singer was as-
signed army serial number
53310761.

Doc and Reba
Wheeler cel-

ebrated their 68th wedding
anniversary on Monday,
March 21.

“Do not fear mistakes.
You will know failure.
Continue to reach out.”
- Benjamin Franklin

This 184 pound mountain lion was taken on February 23, 2010 on the Apple Ranch
approximately two and one-half miles southeast of Kenton in Cimarron County. It was
approximately six years old at that time. The hunters who took this lion were not
properly licensed in the state of Oklahoma. In lien of other consequences they elected
to have this mount prepared at a substantial expense ($2,250.00) in order to make this
animal available for educational display in the Oklahoma Panhandle. It will travel be-
tween museums in Cimarron, Texas and Beaver counties and can be seen now at the
Cimarron Heritage Center.

By C.F. David
Some quotes and refer-

ences are from an article
printed in The Daily Oklaho-
man; as such they are un-
der: Copyright 2011, The
Oklahoma Publishing Com-
pany

An article published in the
March 20, Daily Oklahoman
makes references and brings
memories of 1950s Westerns
and a land feud.

The article may be read online
at http://newsok.com/land

The article covers the ongo-
ing legal battle with Cimarron
River Ranch owner Sam
Parker, his spokesperson father
James, the Oklahoma Commis-
sion and local ranchers.

Sam Parker age 28, formerly
of Phoenix, Ariz. And now liv-
ing in Portland, Oregon is quoted
in the paper as having said,
“They killed my dog.” He also
accuses angry locals of having
cut his fences, making threats,
sabotaging windmills and firing
shots over the heads of his em-
ployees.

Sam Parker was in his early
20s when the land leases were
bid on in October, 2005. How-
ever, the photo that ran in The
Boise City News shows his fa-
ther, James Parker and ranch
manager Roy Young as the bid-
ders in an acrimonious auction
that ended with the elder Parker
having gained about 24,000
acres of leased land, at a price
of about $267 thousand. Parker
and Young were perceived at
the time as interlopers, since the
land had been leased for gen-
erations by long established
Cimarron County ranchers.
Parker and Young were es-

Land Fuss Makes Daily Oklahoman
corted from the auction by Okla-
homa Highway Patrol Officers
amid catcalls from the crowd
gathered at the auction. (OHP
Troopers are in attendance at
every land auction.)

The ranch found its start in
2000, (Sam Parker would then
have been about 17 years of
age) when a Carefree, Ariz. (a
Phoenix suburb) Company
called Itech for a mortgaged
price of $60 thousand bought
some land; it was sold to the
Cimarron River Ranch in 2004
for $295 thousand. Then in about
2005 the ranch added another
400 acres of deeded land.

The Oklahoman article tells
of Parker having spent a lot of
money developing the property
including an old west style store
front at the foot of Black Mesa.
The building, according to Parker,
would have included an 18-room
hotel for cattle buyer and per-
haps later, a dude ranch. The
construction on the building
stopped when the state fire
marshal’s office was in the
Kenton area on a separate in-
vestigation and spotted the build-
ing.  When it was investigated it
was discovered the building had
not been plumbed for water, or
sewage, and hadn’t been wired
for electricity, and construction
was stopped.

Parker is quoted in the article
as feeling that the Land
Commissioner’s Office should
have been excited about the in-
flux of more than a quarter of a
million dollars.

It also quotes Land Commis-
sion official Keith Kulman as
having said the commission was
thrilled but that soon there were
problems. Kulman said that

cattle from The Cimarron River
Ranch were allowed to graze on
its neighbors, and at some point
overgrazing land, and after a
land swap, Parker brought suit
against the Commission. Law-
suits in Cimarron County
brought by Cimarron River
Ranch weren’t just directed at
the state land commission. The
ranch also brought suit against
Tri-County Electric Company,
trying to force them to remove
an electrical line, (it had been
there for almost 50 years), off
some of the ranch’s deeded
property.

Two years into Parker’s lease
the land office made the deci-
sion to swap about 1,380 acres
of land Parker had leased to
three other longer established
county ranchers. Kulman’s ex-
planation was that the commis-
sion was trying to square up the
property leased by Parker.

Parker and Young accuse the
ranchers and land commission
of taking water. Kulman dis-
agrees, and said that Cimarron
River Ranch has just as much
access to water as before, and
that the property the ranch re-
ceived in the swap was worth
more than he’d given up.
Kulman wrote Parker in a 2007
letter that a neighbor had com-
plained to the commission about
Parker’s cattle grazing on his
property and asking that they be
removed.

The Parkers don’t dispute
that the commission has the right
to swap land; however they do
contend that when it occurs
they have the right to terminate
the lease. They tried that and the
commission turned them down,
telling them they can only ter-

minate when a property is sold,
not leased.

Parker responded by stop-
ping their payments and suing the
commission.

The commission won at the
district level and the judge ruled
that Parker owed $524 thousand
in damages.

When Parker didn’t pay or
post an appeal bond, the com-
mission moved to seize his prop-
erty. They sold the property at
auction, along with ranch equip-
ment, household contents and
the deeded land. The case was
appealed and Parker won with
the case being sent back.

A Parker lawsuit also filed
against Cimarron County Sher-
iff Keith Borth has been dropped
by the court.

Parker is sure that he will win
hundreds of thousands in dam-
ages and Kulman is just as con-
vinced that the commission will
prevail.

The Land Commission law-
suit isn’t the only legal problem
with dollar signs attached for
Sam Parker’s father James. In
June, The Boise City News
found documents to the effect
that James Parker and his wife
Jacqueline had been hit with
eight counts of tax evasion, and
false statements.

The IRS documents named
Parker of Carefree, Ariz. And
the owner of Omega Construc-
tion, a Nevada company, and
CEO of MacKinnon Belize
Land and Development, a Belize
Corporation, as having under
paid his taxes. The problems
began when the IRS audited the
Parkers taxes for 1997 and
1998 when they had filed returns
of $2,089 and $7,967.

In mid-2003 the Parkers with
legal representation entered into
an agreement and stipulated
that they owed $1,035, 479 in
taxes. In addition in 1999, and
2000 (about the time the ranch
was being formed), they also
failed to file and owed another
$1 million.

In 2002, James Parker begin
transferring property, (his $1.5
million Carefree, Ariz. Resi-
dence), to Sunlight Financial, a
company managed by the
couple’s daughter Rachel Har-
ris. The Parkers continued to live

in the home.
In 2004 through the ranch

and his son Samuel, Parker
bought a $300,000 Rolls Royce.

In August 2005, Parker
placed a mortgage against the
Carefree home for $1.5 million.

In June 2004, the IRS made
the claim that the Belize land
company sold 597 prime acres
to an Illinois company named
I.D. for $6.0 million, between
June and January 2008 wire
transfers to benefit Parker were
sent to The First State Bank of
Boise City for Cimarron River
Ranch, ($1,302,000), First Na-
tional Bank of Tribune, Elkhart,
Kan., for CRR operations,
($1,544,375, Chase Bank,
$233,500, Desert European
Motor Cars $306,000, (for the
Rolls) and Fenton Motors,
Dumas, Texas, $36,029 for a
pickup truck. On about January
2005, the Chase account be-
came the account of Resorts
Quorum Inc. the only signature
was that of a Phoenix attorney
that represents the Parkers.
About $152, 000 was paid to the
Omega Construction Company,
and another $152, 000 was paid
against the Carefree home’s
mortgage.

In July 2004 they tried to
settle with the IRS for tax years
1997, 98, 2001, 02, and 03 for
about $1.7 million; the offer was
refused by the IRS.

In August 2005, two months
before the October land lease,
the Parkers filed forms to the
effect that due to their dire fi-
nancial problems they be al-
lowed to pay $2,000 against
what was now a $2.7 million tax
liability. The IRS again declined,
and noted that in the appeal the
couple had failed to mention they
owned the carefree home, a six
figure automobile and the Okla-
homa ranching operation.

The Parkers claimed that
they were impoverished and
without the kindness of their
children they would be home-
less.

The IRS added that between
2000 and 2008 James Parker
had traveled to Belize 18 times
and Jacqueline had gone 11
times.

By C.F. David
With Republican majorities in

both the state house and senate,
a Republican Governor and Supt.
of Education, changes in how
your child is taught and advanced
in school are inevitable. Admin-
istrative/Educators such as Dr.
Ira Harris are already anticipat-
ing those changes and making
some of their own.

Dr. Harris explained that the
decision to start up a class for
four-year-olds isn’t a new one.

“We want it so that our 4-year-
olds will be able to interact with
our kindergartners. This way we
can pull them up.”

“We haven’t stopped them,
(Head Start), from having their
4-year-old program. Some par-
ents may want to use Head Start,
and we have private schools,
some may want to use them. The
focus from each, School, Head
Start, or private will be different.
The action we took during the
board meeting last week…we
didn’t have to do that. Every year
their contract expires, and we had
the option to renew. But I believe
in letting people be prepared. I
didn’t want to come up in July
and tell them, we aren’t renew-
ing our contract.”

“We have contracted with
Head Start for services with the
Boise City School District.

“We hired the teacher, Donna
Cain, she is our district employee
and she’ll teach our 4-year-old
class.”

“We had talked about doing
this last year. The head of Op-
portunities Inc. has been in the
office we have discussed this.”

Harris said that historically
Head Start was founded in the
late 1960s, geared toward chil-
dren of a certain economic class.
Then later Kindergarten was
started, and then in about the year

2000 four-year-olds were
brought into the educational sys-
tem. At that time four-year-olds
could be taken in above the in-
come levels, with collaboration
with the school districts.

Harris explained that the rub
comes because Head Start and
the Oklahoma School Systems
have different types of curricu-
lums and trying to make them
mesh doesn’t always work.

“The dynamics, (of educa-
tion),” are changing.”

Harris explained that kinder-
gartners are screened for their
skill sets and abilities.

“We do this to determine
where they are and how to move
them to their highest potential,”
he said.

“I have to know that our early
childhood development program
is top-notch, so that we don’t fail
our parents, Harris explained.”

“We have a Republican House
and Senate; education in Okla-
homa is going to be re-geared.
Just for one, H.B. 1550 is out of
the house and into the senate with
this majority, this bill will become
law. It will when enacted require
with no deviation…a parent
won’t be able to say, don’t retain
my child. If that child cannot
read at grade level in the third
grade they will be retained.

Harris thinks that what the leg-
islature eventually decides for the
schools will impact in other ways
as well.

“I envision that we will have
to have half-step levels so that
we can meet the needs of indi-
vidual students. We will have to
screen our 4-year-olds and per-
haps pause some of them there
so we can build a foundation
while they are 4 and 5 so we
don’t have to retain them in the
third grade.”

Pending Legislation Already Impact-
ing Oklahoma, Cimarron County


