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BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi  Lo  rn

Tue.  July 26     101 66
Wed.  July 27    102  64
Thurs. July 28   98  67  .06
Fri.     July 29    90  64
Sat.     July 30   96  63
Sun.   July  31   96  67
Mon. Aug. 1     98  69
MARKETS
Wheat  $7.53
Milo   $6.71
Corn  $7.51
 (spot prices subject to change)

THIS DAY IN
MUSIC

BORN ON AUG. 4

THIS DAY  IN HISTORY
AUG. 4

Travis Brown

DEATHS-PG. 3
GLENDA HICKS- 76

1901 Louis Armstrong New
Orleans, Jazz musician &
bandleader, “Hello Dolly”
- oldest musician in Bill-
board history to have a
Number One song
1909 Glenn Cunningham,
(Elkhart, Kan.), US middle
distance runner in the
1930’s
1920 Helen Thomas UPI
journalist (started press
conferences)
1944 Richard Belzer KOed
by Hulk Hogan/comedian
(How to be a Stand Up)
(Law and Order)
1955 Billy Bob Thornton
Hot Springs, Ark. US. ac-
tor, ‘Sling Blade’,’A Family
Thing’
1958 Mary Decker Tabb
Slaney NJ, olympic track
star (Mile record 4:16.71)

1181 Supernova seen in
Cassiopia
1693 Dom Perignon in-
vents champagne
1735 Jury acquits John
Zenger (NY Weekly Jour-
nal) charged with seditious
libel by royal governor of
NY (victory for Freedom of
press)
1753 George Washington
becomes a master mason
1777 Retired British cav-
alry officer Philip Astley
establishes 1st circus
1790 US Coast Guard
founded as Revenue Cutter
Service
1830 Plans for the city of
Chicago laid out
1956 1st motorcycle rode
over 200 mph (Wilhelm
Herz-210 mph/338 kph)

1958, Billboard introduced
‘The Hot 100 Singles
Chart’, Ricky Nelson was
at No.1 with ‘Poor Little
Fool’.
1973, Maureen McGovern
started a two week run at
No.1 on the US singles
chart with ‘The Morning
After, ‘not a hit in the UK.
2002, Toby Keith was at
No.1 on the US album chart
with ‘Unleashed.’

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS WOMAN???

OKLA. GOV. MARY FALLIN

About three months ago,
The Boise City News, sent Gov.
Fallin an e-mail to her office
informing her that though we

were sure she and the Federal
Government were helping our
farmers, that the people of
Cimarron County needed to
see her boots on the ground
to know she cared. We re-
ceived no answer and the Gov-
ernor, has yet to visit, (She
missed two opportunities while
campaigning.) We offered a
bounty of $50 for Governor
Henry, but since Ms. Fallin
carried the county and she still
hasn’t visited, The Boise City
News will pay $25 to the per-
son that proves to us she’s
been here as governor.

CIMARRON COUNTY
JAIL BLOTTER

ATTENTION!!
The County Assessor’s Of-
fice will be closed for their
annual school on Tuesday
Aug. 9, through, Friday,
Aug. 12.
********************
GrannyBill turns...well, not
quite 80 this Sunday on Aug.
7.  If you’d like to send her
a card, her address is:
Willie Arnett
P.O. Box 937
Rm. #144
Elkhart, KS  67950

7-28
Thomas J. Williams- Driv-
ing under suspension, held
on a bond of $1,000.

Last Saturday evening Hoot Owl Ranch hosted a diner for The Governor of New Mexico,
but we have not seen the Governor of Oklahoma in Cimarron County yet.  In the
picture are Terry and George Collins with Governor Susana Martinez.-photo courtsey the
Collins

According to the Oklahoma
Mesonet, there have been 17
days this summer 100 or higher,
in Boise City, six days in June,
and 11 in July ending on 7-27.
The highest temp. was 105 on
June 26.

We’ll see what the rest of
August holds in store for us.

Hot Summer!!
17 days so far
100 or better

AP Courtesy Photo / Amarillo Globe-News Pam LeGrand, left, pins
her daughter, Peggy LeGrand, with her rank of ensign while her dad
watches at her graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy Wednesday,
July 27, 2011. Peggy LeGrand is training for either a missile attack
submarine or a ballistic missile submarine. She doesn’t know which
one she will be on, but sheís hoping it’s the ballistic missile subma-
rine because it’s bigger so she’d be able to bring a stationary bike
on board. Ensign LeGrand is the neice of Linda and C.F. David, and a
cousin of Cindy and Angela LeGrand, all of Boise City.

By BRITTANY NUNN Copy-
right 2011 Amarillo Globe News

brittany.nunn@amarillo.com
Pam LeGrand isn’t surprised

that her daughter is preparing to
serve on a submarine crew,
breaking one of the last gender
barriers in the U.S. military.

In fact, Mom isn’t surprised
by any of the ideas Ensign
Peggy LeGrand gets into her
head.

“She tackles anything, just
jumps right in with both feet,”
said Pam LeGrand.

Peggy LeGrand, 25, of Ama-
rillo, is among a small group of
female officers who are train-
ing to join the elite submarine
force beginning later this year.

Military officials have been
working to prepare the nation’s
sailors — and their wives — for
one of the most dramatic
changes in the 111-year history
of the Navy’s “silent service.”

Submarines had been the last
class of military vessel off-lim-
its to women. The Navy re-
versed the ban on women in
submarines in April 2010.

The initial class of 24 women
will be divided among four sub-
marines, where they will be out-
numbered by men by a ratio of
roughly 1 to 25. The enlisted
ranks, which make up about 90
percent of a sub’s 160-sailor
crew, are not open to women
although the Navy is exploring
modifications to create separate
bunks for men and women.

The female officers, many of
them engineering graduates
from Annapolis, are accustomed
to being in the minority, and so
far they say they hardly feel like
outsiders. The nuclear power
school that is part of their train-
ing, for example, has been open
to women for years because the
Navy in 1994 reversed a ban on
females serving on its surface
ships, including nuclear-powered
vessels.

Still, Peggy LeGrand said, the
pioneering status likely will bring
added scrutiny.

“I have a feeling more
people will be focused on us.
Our mistakes and successes will
be magnified more than they
deserve,” said LeGrand, a
Randall High School and Naval
Academy graduate.

Neither her mother nor her
sister is concerned.

“She’s always up for a chal-
lenge,” Pam LeGrand said.

“And she’s always wanted to
be on subs,” added Carrie Finley,
Peggy’s sister. “So she’s very
excited about that. We’re ex-
cited for her. I know she can do
the job.”

On submarines with corridors
barely wide enough for sailors
to brush past one another, the
six female officers on board will
all share a stateroom. Their
shifts will be divided so that
women are assigned to each
sub’s two rotating crews. The
lone bathroom for officers will
have a reversible sign, letting

Amarilloan to join sub force
Assignment breaks gender barrier

men know that it’s in use by
women and vice versa.

None of that bothers Peggy
LeGrand. “Space is at a pre-
mium, and everyone has no
space. You just get over it and
do your job,” she said in a phone
interview.

Peggy LeGrand said she is
thrilled at the opportunity to join
the close-knit submarine com-
munity, but she does not dwell
on being a barrier-breaker.

“Every now and then I think
about it and yeah, it’s pretty cool,
but ultimately I’m just happy I
get the chance to serve on a
sub,” she said.

The change is a source of
anxiety for others, including the
wives of submariners, who
worry the close contact at sea
could lead to sailors cheating.

“The issue really has to do
with the creation of a relation-
ship that becomes very close
and then results in further rela-
tions ashore. That is, of course,
what bothers the wives. They
know the kind of relationships
that happen between the ship-
mates,” said retired Navy Rear
Adm. W.J. Holland Jr., a former
submarine commander.

Although commanders would
be reluctant to have women on
their subs, Holland said, the
Navy pulled off a more daunt-
ing challenge last year by out-
lawing smoking on submarines.
The crews can adapt, he said.

For Peggy LeGrand, the
youngest of nine children, over-
coming challenges has been a
way of life.

“She had to keep up with
everyone else,” Pam LeGrand
said. “She’s the one who de-
cided to venture out and leave
Amarillo for a little while and
have some adventure.”

Peggy LeGrand decided af-
ter graduating from Randall in
2004 to join the Navy because
of the nuclear training opportu-
nities the branch offered, her
family said.

Her father served in the U.S.
Army during the Vietnam War.

“He’s a man of few words,”
Finley said as tears filled her
eyes, “but at her graduation they
got to salute each other, and that
was really powerful.”

The female officers will re-
port to their submarines starting
in late November or early De-
cember.

All of the vessels are guided-
missile or ballistic-missile sub-
marines, which are relatively
large by submarine standards.
They are the USS Wyoming and
USS Georgia, based in Kings
Bay, Ga., and the USS Maine
and USS Ohio, with their home
port in Bangor, Wash.

Peggy LeGrand said the di-
verse missions of the attack subs
would be appealing, but the
larger submarines suit her fine.
That, her sister explained, is be-
cause LeGrand is hoping she
can fit her stationary bike on
(Continued on page 5)

Joshua Ross Armstrong of
Boise City graduated cum laude
from Oklahoma Panhandle State
University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biological
Science during OPSU’S com-
mencement ceremony held May
14, 2011. Joshua is the son of
Jerry and Frankie Robertson of
Boise City.

 Logan C. Brakhage gradu-
ated from Oklahoma Panhandle
State University with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in
Agronomy during OPSU’s com-

OPSU CIMARRON COUNTY
GRADUATES
mencement ceremony held May
14, 2011. Logan is the son of
Rick and Lynna Brakhage of
Boise City.

 Michelle Kay Perky gradu-
ated magna cum laude from
Oklahoma Panhandle State
University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Elementary
Education during OPSU’s com-
mencement ceremony held May
14, 2011. Michelle is the daugh-
ter of Gary and Jeannie Cook
of Keyes and the late Kevin

Perky.
 Victoria Anne Westbrook,

originally from Boise City,
graduated from Oklahoma Pan-
handle State University with an
Associate in Arts degree in Gen-
eral Studies during OPSU’s
commencement ceremony held
on May 14, 2011. Victoria is the
daughter of Kyle and Louwanna
Schwindt of Boise City. She and
her husband Blake Westbrook
make their home in San Anto-
nio, Texas.

Gary McManus
Associate State Climatolo-
gist Oklahoma Climatologi-
cal Survey

Fueled by exceptional
drought and a seemingly impen-
etrable heat-dome, July roared
through Oklahoma’s legendary
heat waves of the past to be-
come the state’s hottest calen-
dar month on record. Accord-
ing to data from the Oklahoma
Mesonet, the July statewide av-
erage temperature finished 7.5
degrees above normal at 89.1
degrees, smashing the previous
record of 88.1 degrees set back
in July 1954. Statewide averages
date back to 1895. The news
was equally grim on the rainfall
side of the ledger. The statewide
average rainfall total was 0.70
inches, more than 2 inches be-
low normal and the fourth dri-
est July on record. Combined,
the 2011 June-July period was
the hottest and driest on record
statewide, an ominous achieve-
ment with another month of
summer yet to go. Through
seven months, 2011 ranked as
the eighth warmest and second
driest on record.

Oklahoma City’s average
temperature of 89.2 degrees
topped the previous record of
88.7 degrees from August 1936
to become its warmest month

SOMETHING TO THINK
ABOUT

                July Heat Becomes Historic
since those records began in
1890. Oklahoma City experi-
enced 27 days in July with a high
temperature of at least 100 de-
grees, once again the most for
any month in its history. Okla-
homa City’s average high tem-
perature of 102.5 degrees beat
July 1980’s previous mark of
102.4 degrees to set another
milestone. Similar records were
matched at many locations
throughout drought-ravaged
western Oklahoma. Grandfield
was the warmest spot in the
state with an average July tem-
perature of 93 degrees and an
average high of 107 degrees.
Grandfield continued to lead the
state with 68 days at or above
100 degrees in 2011. The record
stands at 86 days, set by Hollis
in 1956. That site and three oth-
ers have seen triple-digit highs
for 40 consecutive days through
July 31. Kenton’s July average
of 81.6 degrees marked it as the
coolest spot in the state. The
highest temperature of the
month, 114 degrees, was re-
corded at Alva and Freedom on
July 9.

Of the 120 Oklahoma
Mesonet stations, 93 recorded
less than an inch of rainfall for
the month. Walters and
Burneyville recorded no precipi-
tation for the entire month.

Newkirk and Kenton led the
way with 5.58 inches and 3.66
inches, respectively. Only five
stations recorded more than 2
inches of rainfall. Southwestern
Oklahoma received less than a
quarter-inch of rainfall, on av-
erage. An average of 16.41
inches of precipitation has fallen
across the state since October
1, 2010, nearly 14 inches below
normal and the driest such pe-
riod on record. Boise City re-
ceived a scant 3.8 inches of rain-
fall over that time while
Grandfield measured 5.6 inches.
The latest U.S. Drought Moni-
tor map released on July 28 in-
dicates more than half of Okla-
homa is experiencing excep-
tional drought, the worst desig-
nation possible.

Unfortunately, there is little
relief in sight as the heat and
drought continue to feed off one
another. The latest outlooks for
August from the National
Weather Service’s Climate Pre-
diction Center indicate increased
chances of above normal tem-
peratures and below normal pre-
cipitation. Their seasonal
drought outlook calls for the per-
sistence or intensification of
drought conditions across Okla-
homa and Texas through Octo-
ber.

“People are often unreason-
able and self-centered. Forgive
them anyway. If you are kind,
people may accuse you of ulte-
rior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are honest, people may
cheat you. Be honest anyway.
If you find happiness, people
may be jealous. Be happy any-
way. The good you do today
may be forgotten tomorrow. Do
good anyway. Give the world

the best you have and it may
never be enough. Give your best
anyway. For you see, in the end,
it is between you and God. It
was never between you and
them anyway.” - Mother
Teresa

“Being deeply loved by
someone gives you strength,
while loving someone deeply
gives you courage.” - Lao Tzu


